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When life changed for everyone at the end of
March the doors of our community centre
were closed and locked. When would it open
again was one question? The next being what
might be expected in a world where ‘keeping
safe, keeping alert and protecting the NHS’
was the daily message from the Government.
Thankfully our community followed the
guidelines and has remained safe through the
weeks and months. Now we can all look
forward to the opening of the community
centre, tentatively welcoming back the many
groups and organisations who provide regular
activities while ensuring they keep people
safe.
You’ll notice a difference when you come
through the front door.  There will be
instructions on what you need to do, how you
need to keep a safe distance from the centre’s
staff and arrows you need to follow when you
plan to leave. 
Within a few weeks it will be second nature
and there will always be someone around to
help.
A pleasant surprise for everyone will be the

newly decorated foyer and along the corridor.
Thanks to our maintenance team that could
be organised and completed during lockdown.
The foyer will have minimum furniture and no
bookcase to allow plenty of room for social
distancing and there will be reminders
everywhere.
Decorating the May Woollerton Hall was
another project that could be done during
lockdown and now it looks clean and fresh for
community use in the future. 
There are Government guidelines galore to
limit hall numbers and keep users safely apart
when activities start again. Trial sessions will
take place during August.
Everyone on the management team has
found themselves involved in the plans to
reopen and has had to learn all about what
needs to be done to protect everyone. The
furloughed staff have discussed how things will
work and what will be needed to make the
office and centre safe when working alone.
Continuous encouragement from
community centre users, who want to follow
the rules while opening the doors to their

members, has kept optimism and spirits high. 
Once the centre is open there are plans to
have limited opening of the bar. “One step at a
time” is the way chairman David Foster puts it
“that’s the way we’ll go.”
Read our Q&A with chairman on page 19.

BOURNE END COMMUNITY CENTRE
REOPENS SEPTEMBER 1st

TARGET TOPS
THE 300 MARK

Just before lockdown Target announced
that we have now published more than
300 issues of this community magazine
comprising 56 volumes. 
Sadly, for the first time in its 56 year
history, Target was not printed for two
issues due to the Coronavirus pandemic.
Our April/May issue was published in full
online and our June/July issue was a simple
front page, again published only online. 
But now we are back and our readers
can catch up on what’s happening with all
the local groups, associations, churches etc
and read stories about local people and
activities.
Even with this hiccup in our publishing
record, 56 years is a great achievement for
a community magazine.
So thank you to everyone who has made
this possible – those who pay for their
copies, the volunteers who get the
magazines into your homes and those
who contribute the articles, stories and
ideas to make it a great read.
Also a huge thank you to our band of
faithful advertisers who know that being
part of Target helps their business. 
Sadly your numbers have dwindled over
the past few years but, as you will see,
there are now some new advertisers, so
our grateful thanks for your belief and
support. To our readers we ask that you
support Target advertisers whenever
possible.
Thank you, thank you, thank you!

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE....
PETER OSBORNE’S LAST MARINA LIFE COLUMN...page 6
A TRIBUTE TO GAIL LAYBOURNE...page 8
VE DAY STREET CELEBRATIONS... page 32

Artist Jacquie Turner has
captured the fun and
excitement of The Bounty’s
annual boat race in this
picture. It’s a well loved
event that won’t take place
this year for all the right
reasons. Jacquie loves the
river and her bright and
lively pictures are an
inspiration.
Our stretch of the River

Thames is familiar to
Jacquie and she loves being
out on the water either
rowing, sailing or kayaking.
Further afield she’s as happy
exploring the Cornish creeks
and rivers for inspiration. 
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Road Bourne End SL8 5SX
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www.buckscc.gov.uk/bcc/libraries/branches/bourne_end

British Rail Passenger Information          08457 484950
Bourne End Station, Station Road, Bourne End SL8
5QH  www.nationalrail.co.uk
Carousel Buses www.carouselbuses.co.uk

01494 450151
Arriva Bus Company www.arrivabus.co.uk

0844 8004411

THE SAMARITANS 
(free number even from mobiles. Texts also accepted)

116123
Katharine House, 17 Uxbridge Road, 
Slough, Berks SL1 1SN

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL, County Hall, Walton
Street, Aylesbury HP20 1UA www.buckscc.gov.uk
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Bourne End Academy, New Road, Bourne End SL8 5BW
www.bea.bucks.sch.uk 01628 819022
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WOOBURN
RESIDENTS
ASSOCIATION

By Margaret Amos 
Secretary to the Association

Wooburn Fête 2020
Little did we know, as we held our ‘kick off’ meeting
in January, that the world was going to change a few
weeks later and the fate of our annual fête would be
hanging in the balance.

Anxiously watching the news in March, along with
the rest of the nation, the fête committee decided to
postpone a decision about whether or not to go
ahead until the end of April and notified everyone
accordingly.   

This was mid-
March, surely by
the end of April
things would be
different?  After
all, China was
only in lockdown
for seven weeks;
the end of April was six weeks away – this is the UK
and we have a superb health service.

Alas, the end of April arrived and the country was
still in lockdown; very sadly deaths continued to be
reported daily and people were frightened for their
families, their health and their jobs.

We discussed at length whether a fête in late June
would be a safe option. Could we keep everyone
socially distanced? Could we put on a good show
but keep everyone safe?  What if we took all the

precautions possible and someone still got ill after
attending?   

We thought people would be ready to come out
and celebrate Summer, see friends and enjoy
themselves but “what if?” loomed large in our minds
and conversations.   

Reluctantly and sadly we knew that we could not
go ahead and took the difficult decision to cancel for
this year.

Apart from the community spirit enjoyed by all at
the fête, this is the biggest fundraising event for
many of the organisations that support it; the
Scouts, the Guides, the Brownies, the WI, the local
churches etc.    

The fête also raises money for Wooburn Residents’
Association to fund the Christmas lights. We know
all parties will experience a shortfall in funding due
to it being cancelled.  

If you are in a position to do so, we would like to
ask that you support
these organisations
with volunteering to
help or with financial
support.  It will be
hugely appreciated.  

The fête committee
is continuing to
watch the situation

and scrutinise Government guidance; if there is any
possibility of holding a community event on The
Green or in Wooburn Park towards the end of
Summer, then we will do so.  

Watch this space and the Wooburn Residents’
Association Facebook page for updates.

Thank you for your support in previous years and
we look forward to seeing you at the next event.
http://wooburnresidents.org
https://www.facebook.com/wooburnresidents

Wooburn Festival
is cancelled 

It is with deep regret that we have taken
the decision to cancel the 2020 Wooburn
Festival which was to take place in
September and October. 
We had been optimistic that the festival
could still go ahead, but because of the
continuing impact of the COVID-19 virus
we must put the safety of our audiences,
artists, and everybody involved, first.
It would not be possible to hold concerts
at some of the planned venues while
maintaining appropriate social distancing
among audience members, performers
and our volunteers.
We're also worried about our artists, for
whom the festival has always shown great
care and concern. 
At a time when their earnings have
collapsed, it is not easy to turn them away.
We have, however, asked all of those
booked to appear this year to join us at
next year's festival.
We long for the moment when we can
bring the joy of live music and the arts into
people’s lives once again. 
And, as we emerge from these difficult
times, we hope to enjoy your continued
support when we launch our programme
for the Wooburn Festival 2021.
In the meantime, I do hope you can
understand our position.

Brian Johnson
Chairman Wooburn Festival



Platinum couple John and Diana
Congratulations to John and Diana Spokes who celebrated their 70th (platinum)
wedding anniversary in July.
John,93, and Diana, 90, who have lived in Bourne End since 1959, are well known

figures around the village, Marlow and Wooburn thanks to their years of dedicated
service to the local branch of the Royal National Lifeboat Institution.
Over the years Diana has also been chairman of the Little Marlow Women’s

Institute and John was a founder member and president of the Cookham Bridge
branch of Rotary.
But it is their association with the RNLI that has brought them the most attention

over the years. They have recived many accolades from the organisation for their
tireless help with fundraising and have appeared in Target magazine many times over
the years.
Their daughter, Rose, sent in these lovely photos and told us: “We haven’t got
anything firm planned for the
celebration. Relatives and friends
will visit and we’ll possibly get a
nice takeaway from one of the local
pubs or restaurants.” 
Rose also sent in the receipt from

the Spokes’s 1950 wedding
reception for 55 guests (right)
which came to £32 17s and 7d!
We send our heartfelt
congratulations to them on their
anniversary!

.

4 Target advertising maintains the magazine

No celebration for lockdown anniversary
Sixty five years married and for Gerry and Josie Gore the expected party and celebration meant going
through their cards and receiving a bag of shopping from granddaughter Laura. 
“We didn’t mind,” they said, “and there will be time to party when this pandemic is all over.”
But a blue sapphire anniversary is a great achievement and for this lovely couple a celebration will be
deserved. Gerry regularly distributes bundles of Target every two months and, when necessary, he will be
happy to deliver along additional roads if someone is sick or on holiday.
This couple was a ‘Jacksons romance’ in the days when going to work at the paper mill was compared to a
dating agency. When they married there was a official message from the company. Mill closure meant other
job opportunities before Josie settled on the bakery at the corner of Oakfield Road. Gerry went to
Maidenhead Autos.
Both attend the regular bingo sessions at the community centre and cannot wait to get back to Friday nights
and ‘eyes down’. You’ll always find them at community centre events when there’s a chance they can have a
dance. Dancing has always been something they both enjoy.
Well done Gerry and Josie and enjoy the belated party when you can.

It is likely that no bridge clubs in the land will be
meeting for the foreseeable future, particularly with
the demographic of most of our members. Most slot
into the vulnerable category and are still advised to
‘protect’. It could be for a very long time.
At the moment members are all playing online. The
Bourne End Bridge Club has created a Thursday
evening club session online (using an International
Bridge website) and there have been up to nine
tables (34 players, robots made up an extra pair).
The club has just started this and it's still growing.
The committee will be considering whether to open

the club night up to other local players who are not
presently members.

To find out more about Bourne End Bridge Club
or register online go to
www.bridgewebs.com/bourneend or email
bobaperrin@outlook.com
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A. Stride

Telephone: 01494 440219 
Mobile 07973 439781 For Hire - Two Halls

& kitchen facilities
Ideal for children’s parties; aerobics; 
dancing; ballet classes; meetings, etc.

Contact Ann 01628 526865 
or Muriel 01628 523622 

Ample parking @ Cores End Church



I've painted a
boat, I have done
some chartered
skipper work
and anything else
that comes my
way associated with the river. It's all
very enjoyable, but if anyone wants to offer
me a million pounds a year, just call me. 

My time at the marina, and the success that
we had, would not have happened without
Matty and Chaos, I cannot speak highly
enough about them.  
The three of us are still very much in touch

and formed a bond that will last for eternity.
During the time we were together, there
may have been disciplinary actions, but at
the end of the day, they would do what was
asked of them and often worked many
unpaid hours, just to get the job done. 

Once again I would like to thank you all very
much for helping make my tenure as
manager so memorable and I also thank you
for all your lovely comments and good
wishes.

I would like to say a very special thank you
to Michael and Tamra for employing and
putting up with me for 19 years. Without
you I would not have had this amazing
experience. I'm sure you may have thought I
was a bit of a maverick within the company,
but the business always came first. My
experience at the marina was a great deal
more satisfying than the previous 25-odd
years I put in as a marine insurance broker
in London.

So, for the last time I am signing off Marina
Life. I thank you all for taking the time to
read my missives over the years. Maybe one
day I'll write a book or even a sitcom for the
telly to tell all the tales. 

Oh, by the way, the editor and all that
extra time on her hands? It ain't going to
happen. Coming soon to Target magazine my
brand new column RIVER LIFE!

Until the next time
Peter Osborne 
River Thames Correspondent 
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Marina Life with Peter Osborne

in their village, the relationship with our
neighbours, the sailing club, was non-existent
and there were a few scallywags causing
problems. 
Things changed, locals would walk down

and join in the banter, bridges were built
with the sailing club and the scallywags often
found themselves being bought a pint and
being given a fatherly chat which seemed to
have a positive effect on the marina. 

I will always be very proud of the marina's
special relationship with the village. It's like
we are all one big family. I would just like to
thank each and every one of you for helping
to make my job easier than it could
otherwise have been.

I will miss the customers. I had an
exceptional relationship with them and I
apologise that in future the amount and
quality of abuse will never be to such a high
standard. In the event that they miss this,
they can always call me for a quick fix at a
very reasonable cost to them.

The tug appeared in many of my greatest
experiences over the years. In my tenure we
have towed a dead cow, a garden shed, boats
that had sunk, a swimming pool liner, barges,
trees and, oh yes, boats around the marina. 
The tug was sunk twice, once by Matty by

leaving a cooling water valve in the wrong
position and of course on the infamous
occasion when a scaffolding lorry rolled on
to it. On the latter occasion, the insurance
people wanted to write it off, but we had
her fixed up better than before.

The crane was great fun to operate, I am
immensely proud of the fact that I never
dropped a boat or any cargo that we were
handling. Saying that I nearly did.  A boat
slipped in the slings, but miraculously caught
on the rubber banding at the point of the
bow. I managed to get the boat on the
ground without any further ado. 

I'm now often asked 'what are you doing
now?'  The river is in my blood, I worked on
it before I worked in the City, so I have
always found myself 'messing about in boats'.

I tow some boats behind my Discovery,

way associated with the river. It's all

This is my last Marina Life ever. It’s a sad day.
I have been scribing this missive since the
very early Noughties. It's been a big fun part
of my life. What will the editor of Target do
with all that extra time on her hands not
having to chase me every hour of every day
until I complete my missive?

I have to mention the Coronavirus. I trust
everyone is safe and continues to be so. In
my opinion, alcohol seems to be the
antidote. It has worked for me. 
When the lockdown came the river was

closed with only essential trips permissible.
The lockdown came to an end in early June
and the river burst into life. I am unsure why
families were not allowed to isolate on their
boats, but they could join in a riot. 

Losing two months of the season will have
affected many businesses. Revenue that will
not be made up later in the year. It may have
even accounted for my demise.

Having been the manager of Bourne End
Marina for some 19 years, suddenly I'm not.
And that will take some getting used to.

Over the years I'm sure I've tested my
employers' patience and they've tested mine.
But I've always given the job my all and
overall it's been a successful relationship to
the benefit of the marina and everyone who
uses it.

It was fantastic to work with Matty and
Chaos, I still consider them as 'my sons'. Of
course, only Chaos is left at the marina now.
The three of us had so much fun, the banter,
the laughter and the missions. It was all Boys
Own stuff. 

Besides the fun, there was a serious reason
for us being there and I believe that we
made a healthy return for the owners and
that I have left my post with the business in
a very healthy state with a great reputation,
both on the river and within the community.
I hope that the business will continue to be
as successful or even more so as it moves
into the future.
Another aspect of the position was the
relationship that developed between the
marina and Bourne End.
When I arrived in 2001 there were people

who did not even know there was a marina

We know           

Bourne End
Beaconsfield regularly heads the list of the top 10 most expensive towns

in the UK and attracts many premium buyers and investors.

Could you get more by using one of Beaconsfield’s leading estate agents?

Are you looking to sell or let your property
    in and around Bourne End?

To arrange a free, no obligation market appraisal, call us on 01494 680018

Visit www.ashingtonpage.co.uk for an Instant Online Valuation
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with Sylvia Bourhill
Do you have a fitness plan? 
At the start of lockdown we were all out there exercising for England… You
couldn’t turn around without seeing people out walking together or with a
partner.  To keep ourselves mentally and physically healthy is really
important when movements are restricted and the future is uncertain.  
Getting fitter not fatter is important for your business too. Resilience and
pivoting seem to be the buzzwords of the moment.
I have come across a curtain maker who pivoted her team to making
scrubs for the local hospital, a farm shop that reinvented itself online and
turned its tea room into an online meal delivery service, a plastic moulding
company that started making masks, a freight forwarding company that
suddenly found their main business was in transporting masks around the
world. A bridal shop who switched all her bookings to online – and is now
taking on extra staff to cope. A marketing agency that switched from
international entertainment clients to supporting small local business.
Other businesses have simply moved to working from home – it turns out
all we really need is a good WiFi connection, a decent laptop and a
printer/scanner. Zoom has taken over our lives, (although I don’t think I
ever actually attended a meeting in PJ bottoms).  
Some sectors have been hit very hard.  Some will not recover and some
will come out much leaner and fitter.  
Do you have a fitness plan for your business?  Can you measure and test
all your processes?  Do you know your numbers?  Do you really need
those premises going forward?  Cash is king, but cash in the bank is not
necessarily yours to spend. Did you get a Bounce Back Loan or defer your
VAT payment or not pay your July self assessment? All these have to be
repaid at some time. Do you have a cash flow projection in place?  
Joe Wicks and Zoom may have been the big winners from this crisis, but
small business will fly the flag for Bounce Back Britain. 

Sylvia Bourhill
Another Answer – For all your bookkeeping and accounting needs

www.anotheranswer.co.uk

The Keep Bourne End Green team would like to send
its thoughts and support to all those who have been
adversely affected by the Covid-19 pandemic.
In June, the s113 Substantive Hearing was held
remotely in the High Court with KBEG challenging the

adoption of the New Local Plan. The Judgment was handed down on July 23
and, disappointingly, KBEG’s Claim was dismissed. Following that Judgment,
the Local Plan remains as adopted in August 2019, thus removing Hollands
Farm from the Green Belt and allocating the land for about 467 dwellings
KBEG has the right to seek permission to appeal against the Judgment to
the Court of Appeal.
While this is highly frustrating, we always knew this was a battle and we
were up against a planning system that is difficult to navigate and even more
difficult to challenge. However, we believe our case remains arguable and
KBEG intends to seek permission to appeal against the Judgment and we
need to have funds in place to do this on or before August 13. 
As a registered charity, KBEG cannot undertake any activity for which it does
not have funds. We therefore need these in place as soon as possible to
allow the preparation of the appeal documents to be able to meet the
submission deadline.  
With Covid-19 related delays, it could be four months before we hear
whether we have been granted permission to appeal. If we are, then we
estimate that a further round of fundraising would be required to cover our
legal costs and potential exposure to reimbursing the other parties’ costs.
So many of you have offered incredible support to the KBEG team since we
began this campaign four years ago to preserve our green spaces at the heart
of our community. We will not stop fighting! We know times are hard for so
many, but also believe you share our the desire to win this and save our
villages from over-development and destruction.
We need you to be part of winning this, so please click on the link below to
donate online: www.virginmoneygiving.com/fund/kbeg Or, contact Stuart
Wilson at stuartpwilson@btinternet.com for details of how to pay via cheque.

UPDATE By Stuart Wilson



Who would have believed in January that Covid 19 would bring such extraordinary changes to
all our lives?  We sincerely hope that you have managed to negotiate your way safely through
and are looking forward to a gradual release from the confinement of lockdown.
The parish council has been ticking over after a serious reshuffle due to the untimely death of
Gail Laybourne, assistant to the clerk (see Memories of Gail on the right and her obit page 24).  
Malcolm, our clerk, holds the various strands of local authority life together, and Mark Ellis has

been playing an essential part from the Town Lane base every weekday morning.  
Freed up in the initial stages of the epidemic, Mark morphed from ex-councillor to staff and has

proved himself a very competent member of the team.  
I pivot between home and office, two of our three groundsmen, Roland and Tom, continue to

toil, but after several weeks of self isolation, Shane has re-joined the busy outdoor workforce.
We remain optimistic about returning to full strength soon and will let you know when it is safe
to do so.

All face-to-face committee meetings were suspended from March, but this hasn’t prevented
work on the Neighbourhood Development Plan and other projects going on in the background.  
Since the end of May, Zoom has provided an interesting and user-friendly way of holding virtual

meetings, currently only for the full council. Contact Malcolm in advance if you would like login
details. Agendas are displayed as usual on the parish noticeboards and on the new website.  
Planning applications come to us from the new unitary body, and details are circulated to the

planning committee via email.  Comments come back to the office and are posted on the BC
website in the usual way, but don’t forget, the final decision rests with Buckinghamshire Council.
An inventory of all the street lights in the parish side roads is available on our website. In the

event of a problem, it’s possible to check the
location and column numbers which make
them easier to identify for the maintenance
team to make the necessary repairs.

The sudden appearance of a sink hole in
Sappers Field, which has gradually become
wider and deeper, was a surprise to everyone.
A laser scan was carried out to survey the
area which is still fenced off to the public.
Created above old mining works, filled in with
rubble and topped off with grass, the field’s
future is now uncertain.

The fate of the Village Show was decided at
the July meeting of the full council and will
not take place.

Please give the office a call on weekday
mornings, or leave a message to be picked up
the following day, if you have any questions.  

The office number is 01628 522827 or a
visit to our website at
wooburnparish.gov.uk may give you the
answer you’re looking for.

8 The parish council offices are just inside the cemetery entrance

Wooburn and Bourne End Parish Council
Working with the Community                            by Penny Baron

stacey@theoldcottagebourneend.co.uk

MEMORIES OF GAIL
Gail Laybourne, Assistant to the Clerk at Wooburn
and Bourne End Parish Council usually wrote the
article for the parish council page, but very, very
sadly after a short, inexplicable illness Gail died
on Saturday, May 9, 2020.
Gail’s last article for Target was for the

February/March issue, the last one to be printed
before ‘lockdown’. She would have written that at
the end of January, about three and a half months
before her untimely death. The article was as
good as any she produced – informative, friendly
with a touch of humour. That sounds like a
description of her. 
Gail started working at the parish council on

June 4, 2007. She started in reception and went
on to be the assistant to the clerk. I first met her in
June 2011 and liked her immediately. She set the
agenda for the Planning, Highways and Lighting
Committee and took the minutes. The meetings
were always good natured and enjoyable.
Gail enjoyed helping people and problem solving

– here she was bringing light to Wooburn Green
at Christmas – a memory from a member of WRA. 
“My first and very memorable contact with Gail

was in 2018 as we raced to get power restored to
the centre of The Green. Gail was straight onto
SSE to get them to investigate the age-old fault
that everybody said we’d never get sorted in time
– her dogged determination resulted in a quick fix
to the problem and power to the edge of The
Green was restored!”
Gail’s colleague remembers this about her

dealing with another aspect of her work at the
parish council – burials. 
“Everyone involved knew they could rely on Gail

for advice. Everything was always up-to-date and
paperwork was returned promptly to the
authorities. Gail was understanding and
sympathetic to the recently bereaved and grieving
– circumstances could be complicated.  
“Overseas visitors came into the office from time

to time tracing their roots, and she was always
helpful and went to a great deal of trouble looking
through old documents to find their families.” 
Gail was a good baker and helped the clerk to

keep the ground staff under control by feeding
them homemade shortbread. They tell me she
was always the one to go to for information. With
her excellent memory and local knowledge, Gail
was a valuable source of information on past and
forthcoming events, people and procedures.
Gail and I spent quite a lot of time each year

updating the Parish Guide, looking at photos and
refining the text. I feel last year's was our finest,
enhanced by her husband’s beautiful photos. We
also had a lot of fun doing all the things we did
over the years and I will miss that a lot.
Gail lived all her life in Wooburn – she truly was

a woman of this parish.                     Sue Wagner



Are you a patient of Bourne End & Wooburn
Green Medical Centre and interested in finding
out more about your surgery? You may like to
know that our practice website
https://www.bewgmc.co.uk, has regular
newsletters helping to keep us all up-to-date.
If you would you like to discuss, or maybe have
suggestions on how your surgery could improve
why not join our PPG - Patient Participation
Group and have your say. At present we hold
remote monthly meetings. 
We are a small friendly group and would
welcome interest from all age groups. For more
details please email bewgmc.ppg@nhs.net 

Join the Patient Participation Group

HYPNOTHERAPY
07518 018 363 

info@buckstherapy.com
www.buckstherapy.com

Based in Loudwater

Hypnotherapy can help with
anxiety, stress, phobias, 

losing weight, sleep issues
and more...

9THANK YOU TO THE NHS AND OTHER KEYWORKERS
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Buckinghamshire Older Peoples Action Group
(BOPAG) has been around since 2007 helping to bring
together, inform and get action for as many older
people and groups within Buckinghamshire as they
can. 
It’s a ‘not for profit’ organisation run by dedicated
individuals whose aim is to aid the older community
and promote positive ageing by networking with other
groups. They work closely with the Bucks Council
community and other recognised organisations
including Age UK.
They publish a free monthly newsletter with up-to-date
advice and hold six meetings a year to discuss various
topics. All are welcome to attend. They also invite
speakers covering a broad range of topics effecting
older people. These dates and venue are published in
their monthly newsletters.
They also have a Facebook page that posts news and
activities daily https://www.facebook.com/bopag.org/
and a website where all our information can be found
and is well worth a visit; https://bopag.org.uk/ 
They offer support where it is needed, and try to help
to resolve any issues that are ongoing and concerning
to their members.They are always looking to reach
more people who will benefit from their services and
would be delighted to hear from anyone who thinks
they can help them and would like to receive the
newsletters. 
Their information is available both electronically and in
paper form for those who do not have access to a
personal computer.
BOPAG is free to join and if you’d like to sign up,
contact paulawatts.bopag@btinternet.com or sign up
via their website. For those without internet access call
Paula on 07753 987973.

Wonderful Wanderers win @ Wembley

BOURNE END CARDS & GIFTS STILL WITH US!
Many locals expressed their disappointment and concern when the news broke via social media that
Bourne End Cards and Gifts would not be reopening its doors after the lockdown.
However, the good news is that the business is still very much alive (see their advert below).
They told Target: “Sue, Tony and Dilly (the dog) want to say a huge thank you to all our wonderful
customers, for supporting us over the last ten years. 
“This is not goodbye, as we have every intention of remaining a part of this lovely community by way of
community markets, home deliveries of cards and gifts, and at some point in the hopefully, not so distant
future, our new dream, some form of community shop, in partnership with community centres or libraries.
Although we may not still be a constant physical presence in the village, we are only a phone call away
on 07312 123123.  The website will be Dilly123.com (when Tony becomes a website builder
extraordinaire).”

Playing at Wembley Stadium is sensational. Without supporters screaming encouragement it’s a new
experience. For Wycombe Wanderers it proved spectacular. For the thousands of fans watching on
television, their phones or tablets it went from exciting to despair and back again. Wycombe won the
game beating Oxford by two goals to one and gaining promotion to the Championship.
Seems so simple when said like that. In fact it was amazing as the start of the season saw just nine
players arriving at the ground to play. No player budget and his team in financial difficulties catapulted
manager Gareth Ainsworth into action. Phone calls, pleas, borrows and loans saw his squad lining up for
the first game of the season. Predicted to be relegated, this band of footballing warriors notched up wins

and draws until coronavirus stopped everything.
And when a tentative return to football was made their successes put the
team into the League One Playoffs with a place in the Championship the
reward. Was it all a dream? No. Monday July 13 at 7.30pm was reality.
This was Wembley Stadium and the Wycombe Wanderers players stood
shoulder-to-shoulder ready for the action and believing that they could
win. It was the stuff of dreams for Gareth and his boys.
Pictures of the winning team made the national press along with the
news that supporters could be allowed back into football grounds. So
many of those Wycombe Wanderers supporters who had been glued to
the small screen might actually see their team lining up against other
Championship sides. What a hope for the future, the club, players,
supporters and, after a 133 year history, an amazing place to be for these
warriors. 
By Target’s Barrie Penfold, a devoted Wycombe Wanderers supporter

Barrie
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Smiling through lockdown
Dogs love a smiley face and Carrie Jones has smiles in bucket loads.
Dogs have kept her going through the lockdown while the 20th
birthday celebrations of her Barking Mad business went on hold. 
Also on hold – and available only on our website – was our story

about her Wooburn Green dog hosting service in our April/May
issue.
Carrie likes to be part of local events and she’s pictured here with

her doggie taxi at the community market in June.  And then along
came one of her many clients with her dog, Bear, so perfect timing
for treats and tail wags.  It was just perfect for Carrie who admits to
a lifelong passion for dogs.
“I’m so lucky that I have been able to turn my love for dogs into a

career. I spend time with lots of different dogs and dog-lovers. At the
same time I know that Barking Mad provides lovely holiday homes
for dogs that takes a burden off the dog owner. Lots of good reasons
to make you smile.” that’s how Carrie sees things.
Carrie knows that Barking Mad offers the perfect alternative to

friends and family looking after your dog. They provide a
professional, caring service with little disruption from home life
routine, by placing your dog with a carefully selected, loving host
family who have been vetted but who don’t have a dog full time. 
Barking Mad takes care of everything, including chauffeuring dogs

to hosts with all their essentials and providing 24/7 support. Hosts
experience all the benefits of dog companionship without any of the
emotional or financial responsibilities of full-time pet ownership. And
dogs are not placed in a house full of other dogs.
Carrie admits that lockdown has been a difficult time for people

and she’s looking forward to seeing lots more dogs when life
returns to a more normal state. Not that it stops her smiling
“Dogs know when you’re not smiling,” she laughs, “and I don’t
want to upset them.”
To find out more about Barking Mad you can ring Carrie on

07584071723 or visit www.barkingmad.uk.com

Our pictures show Carrie with her doggie taxi and meeting an old
friend and doggy host Shaun, from Wooburn Green, who was featured
in the April issue with golden retriever Elma.
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Upper Thames Sailing Club
By Nicola Smith-James, Commodore
The sailing club was closed during lockdown like everywhere else, but
gradually activities have been re-starting. 
The public Thames Path through the club grounds is very well used and
club committees regularly discuss the balance between the need to
constrain public access for safety and security with being welcoming and
part of the local community.
Initially in March we tied back the Thames Path gates and removed the

picnic tables to help people pass by at a suitable distance. 
As lockdown has eased, members have been sailing again, with Covid
hygiene and club access procedures in place, and as many more people
started using the footpath again, temporary fencing was put up. 
At the time of writing, this is still there, and we ask that, as ever, members
of the public respect the ‘No Cycling’ and ‘Keep Dogs on Leads’ signs. 
In the Spring Network Rail revamped the club’s private railway crossing,

and we updated all the gate signage at the same time. There is no public
access over the railway, so please do not be offended if you try to use this
route and are asked not to – access over the crossing is essential for the
club’s future.
Sadly our April Open Day was cancelled, which is when the club would

normally welcome the community, and it’s also our main recruitment time. 
At present,
members can sail
their own and club
boats (free for
members) and we
hope that racing and
some training
activities may
happen later in the
season. Anyone
interested in joining
in on the water
please get in touch
via www.utsc.org.uk.

Bourne End Library Re-opens
Hello, I’m Debbie and I’m delighted to introduce
myself as the new library manager at Bourne End. 

Chris, Kim and I are really pleased to be able to
welcome you back into the library which is looking
very different as we are following government
guidance to ensure we keep you, the public, and our
staff as safe as we possibly can. 
You can find detailed information about our services

and the safety mechanisms we have put in place on
posters on the library windows and on the Bucks Libraries website:
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/libraries/visiting-a-library-during-
coronavirus/
We are currently offering reduced opening hours, as follows: Tuesday,

Thursday, Friday and alternate Saturdays from 10am to 1pm. 
During these hours you are able to drop off books in the returns box

inside the entrance of the library, and also collect any books that you have
requested using the recently introduced Request and Collect service. 

It is now also possible to come into the library to browse our shelves,
use a PC, or use the photocopier/scanner. 

In the children’s library, for your
convenience, we have bundled
children’s books of varying levels
of reading ability ready to ‘grab-
and-go’. There is also a limited
selection of fiction and non-fiction
books for older children on the
shelves. 
We are asking our visitors to be

mindful of the potential risk of
transmitting Covid-19 and to try
to keep their visit as short as
possible. 
We look forward to seeing you

soon.
Debbie, Chris and Kim

Bourne End Library Staff



Inner Wheel
workings
Libby Steel, club correspondent of Inner Wheel
Bourne End and Cookham explains

We often get asked what the Inner Wheel
actually stands for? So perhaps I should take
this opportunity to tell you a little about
ourselves. 
We are one of the largest women’s voluntary
service organisations in the world with more
than 100,000 members in 103 countries. 
We were founded in Manchester in 1924 as a
sister organisation to Rotary International by
nurse and businesswoman, Margarette Golding. 
Originally established for the wives and

daughters of Rotarians, no Rotary connection
is now required in order to join us. Most clubs
meet monthly, often with interesting speakers,
but members also meet socially on a regular
basis and, in addition to having a great time,
manage to raise and donate money to many
varied charities. 
Our president Elaine Morris has chosen

Medical Detection Dogs as her main charity
this year and we hear that they are already
being trained to detect various strains of
coronavirus which is truly wonderful.
Our overall objectives are promoting true

friendship, encouraging the ideals of personal
service and fostering international
understanding, but if this all sounds rather
serious, let me tell you about a few of the fun
things we have done. 
We hold an Annual Conference each year in
different parts of the country and during a
fairly recent one in Nottingham we discovered
that there were three Robin Hoods instead of
one, all of them happy to take ‘selfies’ with us. 

On our last night we took over a huge disco hall
and all the regular young patrons waiting to enter
after our time slot, looked on in amazement as
almost 2,000 ladies exited their hall still singing
and dancing.
Closer to home, we have joined in with local

Morris dancers on Cookham Moor at one of our
meetings and last July, some of us saw the ancient
ceremony of Swan Upping which was taking place
on the River Thames after we had all enjoyed a
lovely cream tea close to the river.
Lastly, we were luckily able to hold our annual

Bridge Tea in aid of Rotary International Charities
this March just before the lockdown and, as the
day was warm, the doors of the hall were flung
open revealing a breathtaking vista of snowdrops. 
During the afternoon a delicious home made tea

was served to the Bridge players by our members
in their special IW aprons. 
If you would like to experience the fun and

friendship on offer in our club, we would love you
to come along and meet us all.

MIKRON THEATRE COMPANY
The hugely popular Mikron Theatre Company has
performed at The Bounty and in a field at Spade

Oak for many years, among other places 
along the Thames.

Next year would have been their 50th
anniversary. With the COVID 19 pandemic the

entire future of the Mikron Theatre Company now
looks in doubt.

To give any donation, large or small, go to
mikron.org.uk (they also qualify for Gift Aid)

CRAFT SHOW GOES ONLINE
There’s exciting news from Bourne End Junior
Craft Show 2020.
Organisers Sue and Amy Croall told Target: “At
time of writing it seems doubtful that it would be
practical or safe to run in our normal format but,
determined not to be outdone by a global
pandemic, we are going online for this year! 
“Entries will be submitted via Google Forms
including a photograph or short video clip of your
entry. 
“ Full details of how to enter will be made available
nearer the time on both our website
www.bejuniorcraftshow.co.uk and on our Facebook
page Bourne End Junior Craft Show. 
“The official date for this year’s show is October
3, 2020, but we will be accepting entries from
September 1 to September 30 inclusive. 
“This is obviously a completely different way of
running the show and while we will miss seeing all
of you in person we are very excited that we are
able to run in this way and cannot wait to see all of
your wonderful creations. 
“More details to come in the next issue of Target.”



Bruce spot on for
poem inspiration
Paws etc pet shop and spa in Bourne End has
become the first to stock Virus Poems written by
Mike Bourton and featuring Bruce the Dalmation.
They are pictured with Spa salon manager Laura
Cullom who knows Bruce well. She grooms him.
Mike started writing the poems in lockdown for his
own wellbeing and soon found himself with a
significant following on the private Marlow Covid-19
Facebook group which was set up to provide
support to anyone who might need it. 
“The subjects covered everything about the
lockdown from hoarding, to social distance and
Captain Tom. Some of them were written about
meaningful subjects such as the NHS key workers
or the intensive care wards. One of the most
successful was called Numbers and reflected the
need to remember that the numbers are in fact
people. The poems became even more popular
when I included  Bruce in many of the poems and
pictures – a most willing model," Mike said.
Alongside every poem Mike included an extract of
the news headlines of the day to help readers put

the poems
into context
and
personally
illustrated
many with
his
drawings
and
photos.

BEA gardeners go digital
Bourne End Academy science teacher, Ian Blazey, tells Target about
his green-fingered students...

Earlier in the year Target reported that Bourne End Academy had launched
a gardening club with a plot at Peggs Allotment. We had received funding
from British Science week and the Rotary club for tools and seeds.
We started “chitting” potatoes and planting seeds in school and even

started digging the plot, kindly donated by Wooburn and Bourne End Parish
Council. Local residents called with offers to donate gloves, spades, forks,
hand tools and watering cans.
Then the Covid lockdown came and no students have been to the
allotment since. In early April garden centres were closed, but we had
already bought the seeds for the club. We created a spreadsheet seeds
catalogue and sent it out to students and staff through the electronic online
teaching systems we used for home teaching. We started receiving a
steady stream of mail order requests and the seeds were dispatched by post.
To teach whole year groups remotely teachers have had to learn to use online tools, new working practices
to support hundreds of students and parents isolated at home. 
In early May we created an online school BEA Gardening Club forum using Windows TEAMS. It’s where we

upload videos and photos of gardening tips, such as how to transplant seedlings, building a compost bin,
hardening off seedlings and protecting fragile seedlings from frost damage. The site allows students to share
ideas, progress on their planting and gardening stories with the school community. 
For May half term break we launched a BEA Nature photography competition, where students were asked

as a whole school homework task to use the holiday to take a photo with a Nature theme. We asked Phil
Laybourne to choose winners and runners up. Phil is a local photographer who regularly posts local photos
Bourne End FaceBook community pages (www.phillaybournephotography.co.uk). The winning students were
awarded Flowerland gift vouchers as prizes. The overall Nature
Photography winner was Naomi Doherty, Year 7, with this stunning
photo of "Olga the greediest guinea pig in the world”.
At Peggs Allotment the year is in full swing. The plots are looking
amazing and there are several young families developing their
new plots, as well as the more experienced gardeners tending
theirs. I am working on the school plot preparing it ready for next
academic year or whenever ‘normal life’ can resume. 
In March, I initially created three beds and planted the garlic,

onions, early potatoes, broad beans and peas we started at
school. That left a lot of land untouched. Sarah Donlon, who has
finished university, but is now looking for employment, has taken over part of the plot temporarily and has
been digging, weeding and started growing tomatoes, squash, kale, cabbages and cauliflower. The rest of the
school plot is being dug, weeded and ‘green manure’ planted to over-winter and improve the soil ready for

next Spring when hopefully the students can return.
Anyone interested in helping the project or making donations of any
surplus gardening equipment can contact Ian at igblazey@gmail.com or
07594 870711 and he will arrange collection of items as Peggs Allotment
does not have open access
so gardening tools cannot
be dropped off. 

Left Lexi Bennett, Year 13 (next
year’s head student), requested
seeds and is growing runner
beans and herbs. Right, Yasin
Hizirogullari, Year 7, ordered
seeds, and built a planter from
a pallet and has been tending
his vegetables throughout
lockdown
Top right: Liam Jordan with his
home-grown cucumbers



New Chapter for Flackwell Physiotherapy 
Highly respected physiotherapy practice, Flackwell Physiotherapy, has started a new
chapter after relocating from its previous location on Straight Bit in Flackwell Heath to
The Chiltern Clinic, St Peter’s Close in Loudwater.
The practice is welcoming patients into its new treatment rooms at Fennels Lodge, a
beautiful Grade II listed building at the bottom of Treadaway Hill. Flackwell Physio had
been based at the Hawthornden Surgery at 47 Straight Bit for nearly 30 years and
relocated as the surgery is closing.
The exciting move sees them practising alongside a wide range of other
complementary therapies all aimed at improving physical, mental and emotional health.
Leading physiotherapist and practice founder, Ro Clarkson, is also handing over the

reins of the practice to her colleague and friend, Helen Nash, with whom she has
worked for the past 16 years.
Ro says, “When I started working out of my spare room in Flackwell Heath in 1979, I

didn’t dare imagine it would still be a busy and successful business more than 40 years
later. The Chiltern Clinic will be a wonderful new base for Flackwell Physiotherapy,
where I know it will continue to thrive under Helen Nash, who has been such a crucial
part of the practice team since she joined in 2004.”
Ro is not fully retiring however, as she will still be treating patients from The Chiltern

Clinic one day a week.
Helen Nash says, “I am very excited to be taking on the management of Flackwell

Physiotherapy. I am immensely grateful to Ro for entrusting me with the business
which she has put her heart and soul into, making it the success it is today.”
Catriona McGarvie who runs The Chiltern Clinic says, “I am absolutely delighted to

welcome Helen and
Rosina, who will join our
team of professional
therapists providing a
wealth of expertise in
complementary health to
the local community.”
To find out more or to
make an appointment
visit flackwellphysio.co.uk
and for The Chiltern
Clinic visit
thechilternclinic.co.uk

The Bounty is back!
Business is booming at Bourne End’s riverside pub, The Bounty, with up to
1,000 pints a day sold post-lockdown says manager Damian Wright.
The good weather and few other options for thirsty punters looking for
beer take-outs led to bumper sales for the Cockmarsh watering hole even
before Super Saturday.
“It’s going really well. Going by the number of plastic glasses we are
using, we are selling 800 to 1,000 pints a day. It is a lot. It is a lot more
than we usually do,” he said.
“As soon as we open, there’s a queue until we close. We very rarely get
a break. There are so many people flocking to Cockmarsh. There are
lliterally hundreds of people there.”
The riverside pub manages to maintain social distancing with a queuing
system at an outside bar, dubbed the Bounty Beer Emporium, and uses
family as staff.
Damian has been pulling pints alongside dad Dave, who with wife Sue
have owned the Bourne End pub for 33 years. In all that time, until now,
only the 2014 floods led to an enforced closure. 
Damian has, however, kept busy during lockdown getting ready for the
‘new normal’. 
He said: “I have got a lot of work done; decorating and building the
outside bar. We have a brand new cellar, so I have been finishing that.”
Despite restrictions easing since going to press, Damian said he was in
no hurry to open the inside or increase the hours from 11.30am to 6pm,
but hopes to start food again soon.
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Helen Nash (left)
and Ro Clarkson
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JAMIE’S TOURS
Picking up at a location near you!

Sadly our fabulous programme of
day trips and holidays
has been affected by the
coronavirus pandemic

Who knows whether we can take a
day trip to Brighton in August or to
Westonbirt Arboretum in September?

PLEASE RING TO FIND OUT!

There’s space on the Gardens Tour
holiday in September and the 

Weston-super-Mare holiday at the Royal
Hotel in October!

WILL THEY TAKE PLACE?
WHO KNOWS?

All we ask is that you keep safe, keep in
contact with our website and please

phone if you have a question. It will be a
delight to chat with you – even if we
cannot offer you a great day out or a

friendly holiday.

HERE’S TO A PROBLEM FREE 2021 
Phone or email Jamie to go on the mailing list

www.jamiestours.com
Ring 01494 416500  Mob 07714583215
or email jamiefyfe2@gmail.com

Target magazine is produced by Bourne End
Community Association and is distributed by a
network of volunteers to households in Bourne End, Wooburn Green and
many surrounding villages. We print and distribute more than 5,000
copies every two months.
The cost of producing the magazine has increased over the years, and
although we have some lovely, loyal advertisers we struggle to cover our
production costs. 
We have a cover price at £1, although most of you will receive and read it
for free. 
Many suppporters have mentioned to us they would be happy to pay for
the magazine and you can do that one of two ways:

£6 for one year    £10 for two
By cheque made payable to Bourne End (Bucks) Community Association
and sent to the address on page 2. Please put Target on the reverse of
your cheque. Or by direct transfer into our CAF Bank account, 
sort code 40-52-40 account number 00028301.  Just put TARGET in the
reference line.
If you need a receipt please pay by the cheque method including a
stamped, addressed envelope.              

Thank you!

HOW TO PAY FOR YOUR TARGET
We need your help to continue
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Everyone at Little Marlow Parish Council would like
to pass on their best wishes during these
unprecedented times.

Councillor Vacancy 
What is a Parish councillor? 
Parish Councils are the first tier of local government.
Parish Councillors are elected to represent the
interests of their local residents and to look after
their well-being. 
They are generally elected by the local residents
every four years, but a vacancy for a councillor on
Little Marlow Parish Council has arisen now due to
the recent resignation of Councillor Anthea Falk. 
As a councillor representing your community you
will help keep it a great place to live and work. You
will be supported in your role and will be expected to
undertake training. 
You should be comfortable working electronically.
You should have a positive outlook and a ‘can do’
attitude and be willing to work as part of a team.
If after reading this notice you are interested in
applying please visit our website and click on the
councillor tab, or contact the clerk to the council
using the details below.  
Applications to the parish office.

Little Marlow Parish Council By Jo Murray, parish clerk

Meeting Dates 2020 
Meeting dates can be found on our Parish Website.
Currently we are holding meetings remotely via

Microsoft Teams. The log-in details can be found on
the parish council agenda which is uploaded to the
website three working days prior to the meeting.
Next meeting: August 8.  All are invited.

The parish office is currently closed but the clerk is
working remotely 9.30am to 1.30pm Monday,
Wednesday and Thursday and can be contacted on
the email below or call and leave a message.

Little Marlow Parish Council
The Pavilion, Church Road, Little Marlow,
Buckinghamshire SL7 3RS
Email: clerk@littlemarlowparishcouncil.org
Tel: 01628 890301
www.littlemarlowparishcouncil.org.uk

Little Marlow Parish Council
awards local resident 
By Cllr Valerie Brownridge, Chairman, Little Marlow
Parish Council
Little Marlow Parish Council is delighted to
announce that the Geoffrey Moss Memorial Bowl
has been awarded this year to local resident Peter
Smith in recognition of the pleasure his Royal
Collection has given to countless people over the
years and also his fund-raising activities for both
local and national charities. 
The bowl is awarded annually to a resident of the
parish who has given outstanding service to the
community. Normally the presentation would have

been made at the council’s annual parish meeting.
Unfortunately, this year’s meeting had to be
postponed because of the current restrictions on
gatherings as a result of COVID 19. 
Not to be deterred, the council decided to move

the presentation to Peter’s front garden and to hold
a small, socially distanced ceremony there instead.
Over the years, Peter has built a nationally

renowned collection of scale models of royal
coaches which he has displayed and talked about
both locally and nationally, giving lots of enjoyment
to people, while at the same time raising funds for a
number of charities. 
He regularly displays his collection at the

Strawberry Tea held annually to raise funds for the
Home Farm Trust, a local charity which supports
people with learning difficulties and at the Little
Marlow Village Fête, where it became a popular
and much-loved attraction, thus contributing to the
fête’s fund-raising efforts. Peter is also a long
standing and active fund raiser for the Royal
National Lifeboat Institution.
It was a real pleasure to present the bowl to such

a deserving recipient.



DRY CLEANING &  
DOMESTIC LAUNDRY

• Dry Cleaning Services
• 2hr & Same Day Options
• 10% off with a Preferential Card
• Domestic Laundry
• Shirt Laundering
• Wedding Dresses
• Ironing Services
• Home Furnishings
• Alterations & Repairs
• Textile Care Products

BRANCHES:
BEACONSFIELD | BOURNE END  
GERRARDS CROSS | ICKENHAM
MORE AT WWW.BLUEDRAGON.UK.COM

BLUE DRAGON 
DRY CLEANERS  
AT YOUR SERVICE
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When the world stops, the wildlife seems to flourish. I’ve seen more
species of butterflies and birds this year than ever before. I even spotted
a couple of bats darting around one evening as the light started to fade
and I’ve spotted sudden flashes of turquoise indicating the kingfishers
have returned to the river bank. 

I don’t know if it was just because I’ve spent so much more time in the
garden sitting and watching the world (in its ‘new normal’ mode) pass by,
but everything seems to be nesting, growing and thriving in the peace
and quiet this chaos has brought. 

Covid 19 changed how we worked at the council; the groundsmen,Tom
and Roland, took it in turns to work one week on and one week off with
lots of cleaning of equipment in between. Priority was given to keeping
the parks looking good with lots of grass cutting and bin emptying. 
With lockdown and the lovely weather everyone was out using the

parks and footpaths more than normal which resulted in some very full
and overflowing bins in places. We now do daily collections including a
Saturday and Sunday collection just to keep on top of it all.

Everyone at the parish is now back to work as normal and catching up
on all the routine Summer jobs. The wildflowers aren’t quite as
magnificent as last year (the lack of rain didn’t help) but are still looking
good and our NHS tribute in the park acknowledged everyone involved
in health care and care homes. 

As I’m sure everyone knows Sappers Field is still closed due to an
active 50 metre deep sink hole. We have had a team of experts come out
and look at the hole which, with the dry weather, has stopped growing
but it is still active and may increase in size when the weather changes.
The experts surveyed the whole field and it would appear the ground in

a couple of other areas needs to be looked at in more detail too. So I’m
afraid the field will remain closed for obvious safety reasons for the
foreseeable future. 
We have had reports of an adder being seen in The Warren. Snakes are

normally very shy and seeing one, let alone an adder, is rare. 
Adders and their habitat are protected by law under the Wildlife and

Countryside Act of 1981. Interestingly the adder is one of the few snakes
who incubate their eggs internally (instead of laying shelled eggs) and give
birth to live young. They are Britain’s only venomous snakes. They rarely
bite, but in the unlikely chance of it happening the recommendation is to
pick up the child or animal and seek medical attention straight away. 

I know lots of people don’t like our legless friends, but it is quite
exciting to have such a rare species living in our wildlife area. 

I’m sure the world will go back to normal soon. The roads have already
got busier again and everyone is returning to work and their normal
routines, but I
hope some of
our new habits
stay. It has
been really
good to see so
many people
out walking
and cycling,
taking the time
to be outside
enjoying our
countryside.  

ENVIRONMENTAL 
REPORT

By Parish Councillor
Katie Lamb

CHECK OUT WHAT’S HAPPENING AT
BOURNE END COMMUNITY CENTRE 

PAGES 19, 20 & 21
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19Every once in a while - take the scenic route

When lockdown happened did you ever worry
that the community centre might not open for a
very long time?
In March everything happened very quickly. We
were already preparing for COVID-19 before the
lockdown. 
We closed the centre a few days before the

government announcement. 
Like everyone else we were unable to predict when

life would begin to return to normal, but we started
planning for a reopening in September and hoped
that the national and local situation would allow this
to happen.

You are all volunteers, how did you juggle work,
COVID 19 fears and concern for the very small
staff?
Obviously protecting our staff is one of our major
concerns and we have met with them to discuss the
measures being put in place to protect them. Our
staff are key to making the centre a safe and friendly
place for people to visit. 

What were your first actions after closing the
community centre?
We had to go through the same processes as many
businesses. We furloughed the staff, contacted our
insurance company for details of lockdown
processes, switched off utilities, put in place
additional building security. After all of this we
started to look at what improvements could be made
during the lockdown. The May Woollerton Hall and
foyer have been redecorated and both look really
fresh and welcoming. 

How did you feel about cancelling two issues of
Target magazine after 56 years?
So many things have happened in the last few
months that most of us have not seen before.
Cancelling Target was unprecedented and very sad
both for our readers and for those who use the
magazine for advertising. 
Although we still had the production costs for the

April/May issue we managed to stop the print run.
We decided very early on that we could not safely

produce a June/July issue. If you are reading this
then the August/September issue has been
produced. Thank you to all the people who volunteer
to get the magazine distributed.

With an opening in sight at the beginning of
September what measures have been put in
place?
We are installing sanitisers in the foyer which
everyone will need to use when they enter the
centre. There will also be sanitisers in each of the
rooms. We will switch to a one-way system within
the centre with fire exits being used to leave the
building. 
Toilets will be used by one person at a time. The

kitchens will not be available so everyone attending

will have to bring any refreshments that they may
need. 

We have purchased some perspex screens which
will be used at reception in the foyer and also along
the bar servery. We have additional table top
screens which can be used by hirers. We are also
getting some portable see-through banners (people
may have seen these in hairdressers and other
locations) which can be moved around.

Hiring groups will sanitise the rooms before they
use them, this way they can be sure that everything
has been cleaned. We will provide all the materials.
This is in addition to our own cleaning.

We will be changing the hire times to minimise the
risk of people from different groups coming into

contact with each other. People will not be allowed
to come into the building more than 10 minutes
before their session. Where possible we will offer
free upgrades to a larger room to enable groups to
still meet while social distancing.

What situations caused you the most problems
in the need to follow guidelines?
The biggest challenge has been the lack of clarity in
some of the government guidance. For example, the
guidance says live comedy is not allowed but does
this mean that we cannot host a speaker at a
meeting or a flower arranging demonstrator?

We want to provide a venue for people to meet
again especially those who live alone and have been
isolated since March, but we have to do this safely.
The measures we are taking have to give people

confidence to meet again, but only when they are
ready to do so. This is the biggest challenge.

Will you be ‘walking through’ and holding some
trial sessions before opening?
We will have a few hirers using the centre during
August, hopefully this will include the bar. This will
enable us to get feedback and refine the measures
taken before fully reopening in September. 

How has the community centre been affected
financially by lockdown?
Obviously we have been hit by the loss of hirers,
events and bar income. The furlough scheme has
helped tremendously and we also received a grant
from the local council. The unknown is the rate at
which our regular hirers start to meet again, this will
determine the longer term financial impact. 2020
was the second year of our  business plan to
regenerate and improve the centre. We will need to
review the plan next year for financial impacts both
internally and also for availability of charity funding
to assist in our growth plans.

TARGET Q&A WITH DAVE FOSTER, 
Chair of Bourne End (Bucks) Community Association

Continued next page

The Centre Bar with protective screening

Sanitiser
and safety
notices in
the foyer



C O M M U N I T Y  C

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION MEMBERS
Annual General Meeting 2020

Due to COVID-19 many organisations have been challenged with how to, or should they, hold their 2020 AGM. Our Trustees
have decided that it will not be possible to hold the meeting safely and this is consistent with the government guidance. 

The Trustees have put in  place the following measures:
a) The Annual Report and Accounts for 2019 will be available for members from 
7th August via the website bourneendcommunitycentre.org.uk or from the centre after it reopens on 1st September (please
phone or email in advance so it can be ready for you to collect).  For both the on-line and paper versions there will be the option
to vote in favour or against. To vote you will need to provide your membership number which is on your membership card. 
The deadline for returning your vote is Friday 25th September

b) The Officers, Trustees, Management Team and members of all other teams will continue until the 2021 AGM

c) The independent examiner for the 2020 accounts will be appointed by the Trustees at their 
meeting in September

Thank you in advance to all members for their vote and we look forward to seeing you in person 
at the AGM in 2021.

In the past the community centre was always
alive with people doing everything from
exercise to art – will that ever return as it used
to be?
This is an unknown. Groups have switched to using
online meetings and this has been wonderful for
people to keep in touch and continue their
activities, but for most people it is not the same as
real meetings. 

It looks as if some COVID-19 controls will have to
be in place for quite a while. The key factors for
getting close to how things were will be the intensity
and length of any second spike during the coming
Winter and the timescale for a vaccine to be
available. 

Will there be a return of great
music events or will people just
have to be patient until there is a
vaccine or the end of the
pandemic?
Both really, music events at the
centre will probably have to wait
longer. Firstly government guidance
does not currently permit them, but
also we need to be able to seat
sufficient people to make these
events, which are expensive to put
on, viable. That requires relaxation
of social distancing requirements
and a confidence in the local
community to attend. In addition to
our usual music events we have
been working on restarting the
annual Concert Orchestra in the
Autumn, but this has been
postponed until 2021. 

Will there be a delay before the New Royalty
Cinema can start showing films again?
We are looking at re-starting sometime in the
Autumn, but that depends on being able to safely
seat enough people to make the screenings viable.
We also need to have sufficient volunteers willing to
come and help. For all our activities we will need
volunteers to feel safe, just like our staff and hirers. 

What happens if someone tests positive for
COVID-19 after being at the community centre? 
Like all venues we have plans in place to manage
this scenario. There are good government guidelines
for this, isolate the person, evacuate, help to get
them home or to hospital, close the centre then deep
clean. Let’s hope we never have to use this plan.

Everyone entering the centre will be required to

provide contact details as part of the NHS Track and
Trace program. Should anyone test positive this will
enable us and the health agencies to contact
everyone who was in the centre at the time.

Will you and everyone involved be pleased to
open the doors?
We can’t wait, we have been planning for the
reopening and it will be good to see everyone again.

Likely this will be gradual from September. The
centre always has a buzz about it with so many
people around, it will be good to see that community
spirit again whether it is coffee mornings, fitness
activities, drama, having a drink in the bar, cinema,
talks, jazz or any of the many other activities that
take place here every week.

Continued from previous page...

Some of the COVID-19 prevention
stock accumulated at the centre



C E N T R E  N E W S
ANGLING CLUB
FROM THE WATER’S EDGE

Well what a start to the year.  You really would
not believe it if we hadn't all experienced it. 
Sadly our 2019/2020 season came to a very
abrupt end due to the lockdown. Since then, I
have spoken to everyone and I am very happy to
announce that all our members are well and safe. 
Indeed, Covid-19 has also affected our new
season. We have made an executive decision to
cancel our usual matches this year, due to various
restrictions and the unknown information
regarding the fisheries should there be another
spike. Therefore we will tick along to keep the
club going and pleasure fish for this season. 
As the lockdown slowly releases we may be
able to get together (distancing) for the
occasional 'friendly' match to enable us to stay in
touch and have a fun day out and practice for
next season, along with the usual banter we all
enjoy. 
As the months progress, we hope it will be safer
and also hope to have a few new venues to try
for next year. 
We continue to be affiliated to the Thames
Valley Angling Association so if anyone is
interested in joining the club to enable them to
use their waters for pleasure fishing we would be
delighted to have you.
My contact details are 07802 711141 email
Raemichelesmith@yahoo.co.uk

Michele Smith 

APPLICATION FORM
Cut out and send or hand to: 

The Manager, Bourne End Community Centre, 
Wakeman Road, Bourne End, Bucks SL8 5SX

NAME.......................................................................................

ADDRESS.................................................................................

...................................................................................................

...................................................................................................

Email address:

...................................................................................................

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP..........................................

AMOUNT PAID................ 

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP over 18 years of age £5
JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP under 18 years of age £5
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP husband/wife/children of school age £10
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP (outside the area of benefit) £5
ASSOCIATE FAMILY MEMBERSHIP (outside the area of benefit)          £10
SENIOR CITIZEN MEMBERSHIP £3
SENIOR CITIZEN FAMILY MEMBERSHIP £4
LIFE MEMBERSHIP husband/wife/children of school age £60
SINGLE LIFE MEMBERSHIP £30
Annual subscriptions are payable on or after 1 January each year.
Family membership carries one vote. Associate and Junior Membership
carry no vote. Area of Benefit – includes Bourne End, Cores End, Hedsor,
Northern Woods, Little Marlow, Well End, Wooburn and Wooburn Green.

BOURNE END (BUCKS) 
COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION    

Membership costs and application form

Community Centre Bar Quiz
The quiz team is currently working on
ways in which the regular Bar Quiz can
restart in the centre at some point later
this year. 
Until that can happen, we have
worked out a way of hosting the Bar
Quiz online, so that the usual teams
can play together, while being in
separate homes (so clearly maintaining
social distancing). 
We would hope to start running these
quizzes in early September. If you are
interested in joining in, please contact
Diane on 07521 656413.

Forum Players
In panto words we are all in a state of “shock, horror and utterly doomed”. At present we cannot meet
to discuss panto, or even have a panto read through. But, as we are in the middle of the year, this
could change and we are listening out for anything which might give us hope. 

Forum Players thrive on their annual panto and we know so many people are already asking if it is
likely to happen. 

We had originally planned to put forward Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs but this is unlikely as
we will need to keep the cast to a minimum and limit time on stage together. And backstage we will
have to be very conscientious over social distancing. 

So what do members feel? This won’t be anything like our traditional panto with a stage packed
with young members, our dame, evil villain, as well as the leading boy and girl. Many rehearsals will
have to be held online along with all our committee meetings.

What do Target readers feel? Would you support a show with limited socialising? Perhaps, by the
time it comes to performance dates, the rules might be more relaxed. This is our hope – along with
that of theatre groups up and down the country. Hard to believe that Forum Players have the same
problems as those who usually grace the stage at The Globe!

We listen keenly to all the bulletins and are delighted that there will be support for the arts and the
professional theatres. However it is unlikely that the relevant measures can all be in place for the
panto season. Should we decide to change the panto date to March will the Springtime create the
same mood that January always seems to have?

So, as you can see, no clear answers, but lots of things to think about! Kerry Hudson

RIP Tony Roll
During lockdown Tony Roll, from Orchard House,
died. He will be sadly missed by his friends at the
community centre. His hearse took him on one last
visit to the centre before his funeral. 
Tony was a great supporter over many years and
he will be remembered for his ability to help when
needed and fix things in an emergency. 
He enjoyed a drink at the bar and always had a
cheery greeting and lovely laugh.
Sincere sympathy to wife Avril, his friends and
family.



Tel/Fax 01628 524500

Pilates Matwork Classes
Beginners/Mixed Level and Intermediate

One to one by appointment

Venues - Abbotsbrook Hall 
Upper Thames Sailing Club 

Little Marlow Pavilion
St Dunstan’s Church Hall - Bourne End

Call Sally on 0787 625 1967



For information on clubs using our premises please contact the sports hall www.bejsc.co.uk
email: office@bejsc.co.uk. Chairman: Matt Todd 01628 528110    Editor: Liz Hutton 01628 478168

Manager: Pete Sherwood 01628 528110 mobile 07710 132424
Sports Hall: (answerphone) 01628 528110

Founded in 1970 Bourne End Junior Sports Club is a registered charity run by volunteers to provide sport and recreation for
children and young people, with many being highly qualified in their own sport. The New Road Sports Hall was built in
1982 and later extended to include a climbing wall and a club room. The multi-sport centre is used extensively by club
members and members of the whole community. Please visit our website for more information www.bejsc.co.uk

BOURNE END JUNIOR SPORTS CLUB
NEWSLETTER

WELCOME BACK
We look forward to seeing as many
familiar faces as possible when we open
again in September, plus some new
children and young people coming
along too. 
In the meantime we have prepared the

sports hall to be as safe as we can in line
with all the Government and sport
guidelines which are recorded in our
BEJSC Policy - Coronavirus (Covid-19)
Advice. 
Some sports may not be available

immediately but be assured they will be
reinstated as soon as we are permitted
and it is safe to do so. Your safety is our
priority.

MAKING HISTORY IN
BOURNE END
Yes, we are 50 but, for the first time in
these 50 years, the sports club has been
CLOSED. In line with Government
directions we closed on Friday March 20
due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
As you all know, this created a very

strange and unnatural way of life and
one we all found difficult to accept.
Those of us who are normally busy

doing a whole range of activities found
a loss of direction, but we have won
through. 
It has made us appreciate our usual

freedom to choose how we spend our
time. It has given us time to think and
reflect how fortunate we are in living in
this beautiful area with so many
opportunities open to us and our
families – not least among these is our
wonderful sports club.

FIVE MONTHS IN
LOCKDOWN- WHAT
HAVE WE DONE?
While the premises have been deserted
our sports hall has been Spring cleaned
and painted throughout, with new
cupboards fitted for storage of
equipment, repairs and maintenance

inside and out have all been completed
thanks to our manager Pete Sherwood
who has done a great job. 
Two more table tennis tables have been

purchased to accommodate the
increasing numbers of players. 

Directors have held meetings via Zoom
and annual accounts have been
approved ready for our AGM in
September. 

All the club policies will be reviewed for
approval at the same meeting. Plans for
the swimming pool development are
still continuing although fundraising is
proving rather challenging at present.
The lockdown has hit our finances hard

so if you feel like supporting us by
becoming a Friend of BEJSC please find
details on our website; we would be
very grateful.

50th CELEBRATIONS
IN 2020
2020 was meant to be our year of
celebrations for 50 years of providing
sport and recreation for thousands of
children and young people in the area.
What an achievement! 
However, the pandemic has changed

all that. 
We are still hoping to display our

timeline showing you the club’s
development over the years, but at the
time of going to press this is a little
unlikely. 
Similarly our Fun Day on Wooburn Park

and Sportsfest have all had to be
cancelled. We hope our Gala Dinner,
postponed until November, may still go
ahead but is not confirmed as yet. 
Please visit the BEJSC Facebook page

and our website www.bejsc.co.uk for
more details once the restrictions are
lifted. All postponed events will be
reinstated in 2021.

FOOTBALL SECTION
For the 2020/21 season, we are planning
to have age group squads from U7s to
U12s, U14s and U16s, plus holding our

‘Junior Kickers’ (U6s) sessions on
Saturday mornings.  
Following the success of our ‘Wildcats’

sessions last season, we are also
planning to have girls’ squads for U9s
and U11s.  
Sadly, our chair/section leader, Punit

Shukla, has had to stand down. As a
result, we are urgently looking for
someone who would like to take up this
important voluntary role. 
In addition, we have some other vacant

voluntary roles. As well as the
chair/section leader (urgently required)
we urgently need team
managers/coaches. Ideally, we are
looking for volunteers who are FA Level
1 qualified, but we would also be willing
to fund an FA Level 1 and/or Level 2
course for the right person(s).
We need a website and social media

officer (experience in WordPress is
required), a football development
officer, pitches and equipment officer
and an assistant child welfare officer
(with the view to becoming the football
section’s child welfare officer).
If you are interested in or require further
information on any of the above voluntary
roles or have a child who would like to join
one of the football section age group
squads, please contact us by email –
bejscfootball@gmail.com.

Closure of BEJSC means no income so
you can help by making a

straightforward donation, becoming
a Friend of BEJSC, or just by doing

your online shopping with Easy
Fundraising

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
causes/bejsc

And don’t forget you can also use
www.smile.amazon.co.uk

Visit our website – www.bejsc.co.uk

Sports on offer to club members
If you have any questions please email
office@bejsc.co.uk or visit our website
www.bejsc.co.uk



Gail Laybourne
Gail was born in High Wycombe on
November 23, 1962. The youngest of three
girls, she was brought up in Wooburn by her
grandparents after her mother, Brenda, died
when she was six months old. She
remembered buying sweets in Dougie Young’s
shop on The Green (now a house) and she saw
many of the changes taking place over recent
years. 
Gail went to St Pauls School in Wooburn and
later to Deyncourt, now Bourne End Academy,
and left in 1978 and went to work at Stewart
& Arnold Ltd a chocolate manufacturer. 
She worked there with her sister Lynn and
father, Brian. She liked to say, with a laugh, that
“now it’s under the Eden Centre”.
In 1982 Gail met Phil who was dating one of
her friends at the time. Phil said there is such a
thing as love at first sight. His then girlfriend
promptly dumped him the following day and

the rest, as they say, is history. 
They were married on May 26, 1984 and in
1986 their daughter Stefanie was born
followed nine years later by Grace.
Gail devoted her time to raising the girls,
always striving to give them the best. She was a
familiar figure in Wooburn from standing
outside the school gates in all weathers and
later through her job with the parish council.
(see page 8). 
In her spare time she loved going to craft
fairs, picking up beautiful, quirky, handmade
items and would drive a hard bargain. She also
enjoyed visiting stately homes and castles and
loved holidays in Yorkshire and Derbyshire.
She was very tolerant but Phil managed to
test this when he took up photography. She
would moan at him getting up at “silly o’clock”,
heading off to some remote location to catch
a sunrise or wild creature. 
Despite this she was his biggest fan and loved
to see the pictures of the local area and even
had one framed and hung in the hall of their
home in Wooburn Town. 
One of her proudest moments was as
mother of the bride when eldest daughter Stef
got married in 2014 with Grace as a
bridesmaid. 
Gail loved to have dogs around and there is
still is a Golden Retriever or two around the
house. No problem that they got under her
feet and covered everything in hair.
She was a truly loving mother and wife as
well as a friend to many, a shoulder to cry on
in times of need and… a good laugh! 
Gail died on 9 May 2020. RIP

Ronald James Heyes
Ronald James Heyes, or ‘Jimmy’ as he was
known to his family and friends, was born in
Liverpool on June 30,1928 into a cricket-
loving family. 
He left school at 14 and was immediately
put to work in a factory, as during the Second
World War there was no choice. He found
factory work unbearable and his mother had
to write to the authorities begging for him to
be allowed to leave and go into office work.
This was permitted on the understanding
that, if he took the place of a serving soldier,
he would have to surrender this job if and
when that soldier returned from the war.
National Service at 18 found him enlisted
with the King’s Regiment as a Weapons
Instructor. He was demobbed in 1948 and
immediately enrolled at night school to study
Accountancy, Company and English Law. 

It was at this
time that he
met Dorothea
at the youth
club. They
were married
in 1955. Their
first home was
in the Wirral
where
daughter
Penny was
born in 1960. 
A company
move to
Maidenhead
decided Jimmy

and Dorothea’s next home to Bourne End.
Their son, Alan, was born here on April 23,
1964.
The family became members of St Mark’s
Church, and Jimmy, together with Sir Bernard
Chacksfield and Len Dandridge, worked hard
to get Church Stewardship off the ground.
Jimmy did two long stints as treasurer of St
Mark’s and Churches Together in the Wye
Valley, in between taking on the role of
churchwarden. In 1994 he became Treasurer
of Wye Valley Volunteers and The Wooburn,
Bourne End & District Relief in Sickness
Charity. 
Jimmy became an Eucharistic Minister taking
communion to the housebound and visiting
Kingfishers and Chilterns Manor nursing
homes. 
In his leisure time, he played cricket for many
years, table tennis, ran half marathons and
played five-a-side football at Bourne End
Junior Sports Club Hall, founding the 67 Club
there. 
He also drove the community bus
transporting the elderly (some younger than
him) to and from the monthly Sunday tea
parties run by his wife, Dorothea.
With St Mark’s Church Jimmy was very
involved with local schools. Being very
creative he would make props and narrate the
plays which were based on Bible stories. He
took great joy in this until he became ill in
April 2019.  
He was quite devastated not to be able to
continue with his voluntary work and sadly
died at home, surrounded by his family, on
Easter Sunday this year, April 12.  A memorial
service will be held in St Mark’s Church. RIP

Reverend Rosemary Payne
Rosemary was born in Streatham and married
Michael in 1969. They celebrated 50 years of

Mike Weller
Mike Weller’s hearse halted for a while in the
marina on the River Thames before
proceeding to his funeral. River friends and
members of the sailing club looked on as very
few could attend the service – it was right at
the beginning of lockdown. One last look at
the river would have met with Mike’s approval.
For many years he was guardian of the swans
and part of river life. He was a very vibrant
character. 
Mike was born in Portsmouth and went
from school into the Royal Marines officer
training programme.  As a captain he served
all over the world seeing active service in the
Middle East and eventually spending time at
staffing colleges in the USA and Canada. 
After 20 years in the service Mike and his
wife Pat settled by the sea in Salcombe where
his speaking skills proved perfect for a new
role as an auctioneer.
Twenty years later the couple decided to
make a final move that would provide easy
access to major roads, rail connections, close
to London and an airport. But it had to be
close to water. They found a perfect spot on
the Berkshire bank of the River Thames and
the added bonus was a pub next door.  Then a
close encounter with an injured swan brought
Swan Lifeline into their lives.
It meant a visit to the purpose-built
headquarters in Eton to be reassured that
‘their’ injured swan was recovering well and
would soon be returned to the river. 
They were given a conducted tour of the
facilities at Cuckoo Weir where injured swans
are treated and then allowed to recover. Pat
offered to become a volunteer and kept Mike
informed about all the great things being done
by the charity.
It wasn’t long before Mike became a
volunteer rescuer, then a trustee and was
involved in fund raising. His reputation as “The
man to ring in Bourne End” kept him busy
when a swan was in trouble or hurt. 
Mike appeared on Countryfile on BBC TV
when Matt Baker visited the charity. He has
rescued swans from railway lines and other
hazards being affectionately called ‘The Swan
Man’.
Mike Weller was a lovely river man who was
forever active – in spite of his 85 years. Taken
ill at the end of 2019 he died of heart failure
on March 25. The swans, the river, friends and
family will miss this cheerful colourful
character. RIP

Photo: Mike with two swans he rescued from the
train line

OBITUARIES
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marriage last year. This is from Michael’s tribute
to Rosemary read at her funeral.
“After a law degree at LSE Rosemary
practised as a solicitor in Marlow where she
became their first female partner at 29. Here
she ploughed a furrow in a man’s world where
her meticulous and diligent approach to work
meant that she was held in high regard. After
six years she stopped to have children, Adrian
and Jennifer.
“We shared a love of music and sang for 12
years in a London choir. This was something
we did together while enjoying each other’s
company. We were a team of two, planning and
complementing each other throughout our
relationship. 
“Rosemary was chair of Churches Together in
the Wye Valley and of the Mission to Marlow.
She loved family life and with our two

children she
was also
happy in the
world of
horses and
dogs.
Rosemary
was a cradle
Anglican and
was accepted
for training in
Oxford for
ordination to
the

priesthood and was among the early pioneers
who were respected for their ministry before
their gender. 
She was ordained in 2001 and it was clear to
me that this was her destiny and culmination
of her faith journey since childhood. 
Here again was a woman ploughing a furrow
in a man’s world. Some particular skills were
running faith groups, preaching and taking
funerals, baptisms and weddings. She ran two
local parishes during two vacancies and in
acknowledgement of her ministry she was
invited to a Royal Garden Party. 
In 2014 she decided to retire from her final
post as associate priest in the parishes of

Hedsor with Bourne End.
After 48 years in Bourne End we moved to
Penarth in South Wales in 2018 to be near
Jennifer and where we made new friends,
found a church and settled happily in this well
loved Victorian sea-side town. 
After one blissful year she developed
Pulmonary Fibrosis and after a six month
struggle to breathe Rosemary died in
February 2020.”
From hundreds of tributes one said:“We had
huge respect for her keen mind, astute, able to
see possibilities and we were blessed by her
ministry and generous commitment which
was a gift to the church.”  Another added:
“Our lives were enriched by knowing her.”
RIP

Janet Jones
Janet was born in 1937 and enjoyed her
childhood with an elder brother and younger
sister. Sadly her mother died of cancer when
Janet was nine and suddenly her role became
more of a caring one as she looked after
sister Judy. 
Later her father remarried and the family
were blessed with the arrival of another girl.
Those days spent looking after Judy formed
Janet’s future as she is remembered for her
caring and considerate nature. 
At 16 Janet started her nursing training and
this progressed through the years gaining
experience as a midwife, ward sister and a
specialist in coronary care until she eventually
qualified as a health visitor. 
Through all these roles Janet handled sick
and needy patients in the same gentle, kind
and understanding way. Nursing had proved to
be the career that suited Janet’s tender touch.
When Janet met, and eventually married
Trevor, there were a series of house moves
before they finally settled in Bourne End. 
They were blessed with the arrival of
Philippa, Tim, Penny and Victoria. Putting her
career on hold Janet was wife and mother – a
role she loved – until she could find time to
slot in a few nursing night shifts while the
family slept.

Janet was always creative making clothes –
especially her wedding dress and outfits for
the bridesmaids. 
This continued through house moves – which
usually involved renovations – as Janet made
curtains and soft furnishings alongside clothes
for the children and toys. For a year she was a
lone parent as Trevor’s job took him to Saudi
Arabia.
Never resting on her laurels Janet extended
her skills into the garden gaining a City and
Guilds qualification. And when there was time
Janet would be found volunteering where she
could help others. 
Wye Valley Volunteers remember her
involvement for more than 20 years that
eventually resulted in them receiving the
Queens Award for Voluntary Service – and
invitation to a Royal Garden Party.
Janet enjoyed holidays to faraway locations as
well as closer to home. She liked to paint and
delighted in raising plants to sell and raise
funds. 
Grandchildren were a joy to be nurtured and
loved. It was in her nature, as was the love for
guide dog Goldie who came to support Janet
when her sight deteriorated. 

Eventually
Janet and
Trevor
decided that
they should
move to
Shrewsbury
to be closer
to Tim and
his wife
Beverley.
Just a short
time after
the move
Janet became
ill and she
died on May
24. She will
be missed

for the joy she brought into many lives. RIP
Picture: Janet with her guide dog Goldie.
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Pedr’s travels cut short by lockdown
Many Target readers were enthralled by Bourne End’s Pedr Charlesworth’s reports
from his epic cycle ride from Bucks to Sydney, Australia. In our December/January
issue he stated that although he had arrived at his “final destination” he was
continuing on with his journey (Peru to New York) and hoping to raise money for
charity at the same time. However a certain virus put paid to his plans as he reports
here...

Corona was still just a beer, and travelling was more free than it ever had been. I had been
cycling with my cousin, Rhodri, for two months, exploring the rugged Andes by bike. 
Together we had cycled up to 5000m elevation on the Ecudaor’s Chimborazo volcano,
before moving through the warmer climes of the Colombian mountains. Here we made fools
of ourselves salsa dancing, gawped at the stunning mountainscapes, and cowered from the
heat like true Brits as we rode across the northern plains of the country to the Caribbean
sea. 
The sea marked the end of the continent, the fourth I’d cycled across since riding out of
Bourne End that rainy January morning oh so long ago. To me, the end of a continent always
feels special, like ‘New Years’, when you look back at everything that happened that year
while planning for the next. 
The next phase was to be North America, starting with Panama, where we arrived with bikes and bums
broken after three days of bouncing over steep waves between pretty jungle towns, military camps and
incredible indigenous islands - as we opted to travel around the Darien Gap on small local boats in the
height of the rough season (would advise against doing this unless you are a true masochist).

Here, news began spreading as fast as the virus
it spoke about. Soon borders began closing like
falling dominos behind us. Long, 200km days were
put in to try outrun the inevitable, in our futile
attempt to reach New York by May. 
We managed to cycle madly across the volcanic
Nicaragua, Honduras, Guatemala and finally into
Mexico before it finally caught up with us. 
Four long days riding in the south Mexican heat

had us staying at a kind man named Rodrigo’s
ranch. The UK was locked down and Boris had
called for all travellers to return; after 41,000kms
and more than two years pedalling around the
planet, this ranch would be the end. For now.  
I will return to finish those last miles up to New

York and down the length of the UK once this is
over, but for now, I have been enjoying exploring
home roads and spending quality time with my
family. 
Riding a bike simply makes me happy, and I’m

out most days. You’ll most likely find me zipping
around the Chiltern lanes somewhere between
Marlow and Twyford on an old fixed gear bike,
enjoying the speed that comes without carrying
my life on my two wheels. 
Ironically, if cycling around the world has taught

me anything, it’s leading an adventurous life is
really a mindset that doesn’t require exotic
locations to be fulfilling. 
The other day I cycled a sunny lap around the
perimeter of London from Bourne End. It sure
wasn’t Pakistan, but I saw a new side to a familiar
city. With that knowledge, I’ve decided my
adventures aren’t on hold, I just have to be more
creative to find them now.

Pedr’s fundraising page can be found here:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/lima-to-
ny-cycle 

Pedr (right) and Rhodri

KDL
PLUMBING & HEATING

All work undertaken
Free estimates and advice

Mobile 0747 512 8249
01628 730858

or
01494  855316

(Wooburn Green)



Falling foul of the lockdown the WI’s wonderful storybook bench – featured in the unprinted April/May issue – will have to wait before it can go
on loan to Bourne End Library.  Jane Clark had spent hours recreating the characters from favourite stories and every available space on the
bench featured a familiar face.
She told Target: “The book bench was possibly two hours away from being completed then it would have been varnished and ready to be
installed in the library. I'd made contact with the local author, Keith Chatfield, who wrote the series of books on the magical panda Issi Noho, who
was very much looking forward to coming into Juniper Hill School, meeting me and headteacher Claire Garnett and viewing the bench.”
With a smile Jane, or Gangsta Granny as she’s called by one of her grandsons who had helped with the painting, continued: “That was due to be
on March 13 then, of course, the virus took over. So now everything is firmly on hold as there will be no visitors into school until possibly after
Christmas. It's all unbelievably sad but I'm positive there will eventually be a happy outcome and we'll be able to see the bench in situ in the
library.”
The bench is now likely to be an addition for 2021. But it will be worth the wait.

Almost done – Jane painting last details

Gangsta Granny held up by lockdown

CHECK THE BOURNE END COMMUNITY CENTRE 
WEBSITE FOR UPDATES ON THE BAR OPENING TIMES
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Earlier this year we reported that Jon Dalton had
been awarded the British Citizen Award in
recognition of his years of volunteer work in
Wooburn Green. In February he set off to London
for a very special day of well-deserved recognition
at the Palace of Westminster.
Each recipient of a British Citizen Award was

allowed to take just one person with them into the
Houses of Parliament. Jon elected to ask Les
Healey, former chairman of 1st Wooburn Scouts
Executive Committee, to go along and take the
opportunity to photograph the moment when Jon
received his medal and later his certificate.
Following on there was an open top bus 'lap of

honour' around London to an evening venue and
certificate presentation at Church Rooms,
Westminster. For this five further members of
Wooburn Residents Association and Wooburn Scout
Leaders were able to join Jon and Les on the tour
and evening presentation. 
TV presenter Michael Underwood compered the
day and the medals were handed over by
representatives of the main sponsors. 
Jon was enthusiastic about the day, its

organisation and the opportunity it provided for
others to be recognised for their community
contribution. 
The chat was friendly and cheery as they talked
about the difference made by their commitment to
their own community. “It was really fantastic and
enjoyable” Jon smiled at the memory “and I’ve got
the medal and certificate to remind me. I am so
grateful.”
Especially for Target, Jon took his community•

magazine with him on his special day. Here he is
with what looks rather like a building site in the
background. Big Ben is behind all the black
wrapping. 
Grateful thanks to Jon for thinking of Target on•

such an auspicious occasion.  
•
•
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Bourne End & Cookham Probus Club
By Bill Leftwich

Our club has, like many others, put our events on
hold. A visit to Foremans Salmon Smokehouse in
London with river cruise around the Olympic Park
has been postponed until next year and the mid-
year Ladies Lunch has also been cancelled, much
to the chagrin of the wives and partners. 
Our committee has continued to meet using
monthly Zoom meetings which has certainly taught
our committee some new ‘21st century skills’. This
has proved very useful as we plan for a time when
we will all be hopefully ‘unlocked’. 
As a club for retired businessmen, our members
are mostly in the vulnerable sector of the population
and we must, therefore, take particular care.
In April the club launched a monthly ‘BE & C
Probus Times’ - an online and email newsletter with
articles, photos and poems, principally from the
members themselves. 
It has been enthusiastically received by all club
members who, clearly, are missing their regular
face-to-face contact with old friends. The variety of

contributions
from men
with
extremely
varied life
experiences
has provided
the editor
with more
than enough
material for
future issues;
from travel
experiences
to animal

sightings, wartime poems to NGS open gardens. 
A few jokes and funny stories have also found their
way in too. Amazing what you can do in a crisis.

Rotary Club of Cookham Bridge
ByTerry Whall

Despite Covid, the club has had a good year in
2019/2020.With the addition of five new members,
membership now stands at 42. On the fundraising
side, we had a great regatta and the Bourne End
Fun Night, Cookham Street Fayre and Bridge Night
were well worthwhile. 
Youth service activities embraced Young Carers,
Intensive Family Support and Rotakids. In the latter
case, the children were very keen to raise money
for the local foodbank and achieved some success.
Thames Valley Hospice and the Thames Valley
Adventure Playground have been identified for
special support.
Social activities have included bowls and petanque
evenings. Speaker nights included particularly
interesting and lively contributions from Colin Oakes
(No10) and Mary Spinks (NHS). 
Unfortunately, it has been necessary to cancel the
Cookham Regatta this year, but it is hoped that it
will take place on September 4, 2021. Plans for
Bourne End Fun Night and Cookham Street Fayre
are still under discussion.  
Meetings have moved to online video

conferencing, including talks by Jon Graystone on
Global Warming and Modelling of the Pandemic.
Nancy and Paul Ofstedal launched the CB Times
for members, giving short articles, poems and
stories, etc. This is circulated online and by hard
copy. 
As the lockdown is eased, we are organising
small-group picnics, garden entertaining, walks and
litter picking. Necessity is truly the mother of
invention!

Bourne End WI
By Chrissy Hayes

We have had a busy few months at the WI. Wendy,
our president, has been organising Zoom meetings
in place of our usual monthly meetings. In May we
had a quiz night on a Second World War theme with
Mike Power as quiz master. In June we enjoyed the
return of Tom Way, an innovative photographer of
wildlife. His talk centred on the wildlife of Britain,
which we can all look for on our walks.
In July over half our membership Zoomed in to a

talk by Sarah Slater, a guide at Windsor Castle.
Sarah’s talk included the wanton goings on of
Charles II and his court. Terrific fun!
We plan to continue Zoom meetings for the time

being and in August Jeff Rozellar will speak on
Lawrence of Arabia, the Man. In September Niki
Hall will teach us Packing for a Holiday, a capsule
wardrobe.
Also meeting by Zoom are our usual Book Club
and Craft Club. On Fridays we have Zoom coffee
afternoons.
For information please contact Wendy on 01628

526309 or email bourneendwi@yahoo.com.

Little Marlow & Well End WI
By Pauline Clitheroe

We have had to postpone or cancel our plans for
the next few months. Most of us have been
isolating, or ‘cocooning’ as we prefer to call it. Never
has life been busier though. 
Many of us answered the call from the Bucks

Federation to make laundry bags for local hospitals,
medical centres and care homes followed by a
request for face masks.Items for the Queen
Mother’s Clothing Guild are continually made
throughout the year. Mavis Beauchamp has been
busy making prem baby hats (see picture) and we
have all been creating Twiddlemuffs to enter into the
show.
We have numerous ongoing activities to celebrate

our 60th Anniversary ‘at a distance’. Little did we
realise a few months ago that we would be sharing
our stock cupboard/isolation recipes. We have also
organised a book reading challenge. 
In July we held a Zoom afternoon tea meeting up
for a virtual slice of cake and cup of tea. It was

THANK YOU TO THE NHS AND OTHER KEYWORKERS

lovely to see everyone again.
Members have been participating in the WI’s

Denman College courses online. These have been
popular among the more ‘crafty’ members.
Our Summer Show is reduced this year to a

limited virtual show of three classes, judged by
members. There is always a way to solve these
difficulties using a bit of imagination and creativity.
As always we remember the birthdays of members
each month and we celebrated the 70th Wedding
Anniversary of Di Spokes (see article page 2).
Congratulations!

Bourne End & Cookham Inner Wheel
By Liz Yeeles

Our wheel has had to grind very slowly due to the
unreal times in which we have been living. Forced
into lockdown, some members sewed laundry bags
for the NHS while others extended the hand of
friendship to friends, neighbours and isolated
members of the community, by doing shopping or
maintaining telephone contact. 
We very much hope to meet up out of doors

(maintaining social distancing, of course) before too
long. Our new president Val Hamer has some
exciting plans for our monthly meetings and we
hope to hold our annual fundraising tea party in
December.
Our past chairman, Elaine Morris, was inducted as

District Chairman on a Zoom meeting in June. We
hope to celebrate with Elaine and enjoy a lunch at
the Odney Club in October.
Inner Wheel is open to ladies in all walks of life, so

if you think that our philosophy of fostering
friendship, service and understanding would suit
you, visit: www.innerwheeldistrict9.org.uk or contact
our secretary on 0745 4017689

Bourne End and Cookham Rotary Club 
By John Dunsterville

What peculiar and sometimes disturbing times we
do live in. Our club must change with these times,
and we still meet up generally weekly, but this time
by Zoom. In our yearly change of president, Ian
Fraser has handed over to Robin Stevens.
We are responding to the demands of the less

fortunate as before and the good work Ian did will
carry on. We still help financially abroad, and our
global grants see that aid in Zambia goes to
sustainable projects, overseen by Rotarians here
and abroad.
Back home we are helping our community in many

ways: schools, care homes, churches and, of
course, the new Thames Valley Hospice. Our club
delivers food etc to those in lockdown and helps
with food banks.
The Peace Garden at Penny’s Corner in Bourne
End has become a good place to sit, rest, distance
and think. We Rotarians tend to the planting and
keep an eye on the area. You may remember the
Peace Garden Poem which is printed on the
plaque. We have another poetry competition
coming up so keep an eye out for notifications in
the press and on the Bourne End Village Forum.
To find out more, please contact John on 07811
702853 or visit www.beac-rotary.org and
www.facebook.com/beacrotary

Chairman
Peter
Rogers
and our
new
newsletter



Legs of
lockdown
By Pauline Clitheroe

Well, lockdown has arrived.
What do we all turn to? Maybe
gardening, walks and
creativity. My first task was to
order a lorry load of topsoil. It
arrived full of bricks, branches
and stones – perfect, I thought,
just the job to keep me occupied
over the coming weeks with the
bonus of added exercise. I was
even more delighted when I was

told that the soil had come from Enid Blyton’s former home in Spade Oak. Thoughts of Noddy and
Big Ears began to fill my imagination.
My daily walks took place in the company (at a distance) of two very loyal friends, Liz and Peter
Yeeles. We would regularly meet lots of familiar faces, exchanging pleasantries and even those
persons and dogs, not so familiar, became part of our closeknit lockdown family after a few weeks.
We began to recognise the tinkle of the bell worn by Alfie and the approach of Timothy being
rewarded with treats by his owner for good behaviour.
The highlight of our walks was the day we stumbled upon some logs which had been left to one
side of the field by the farmer. A fellow walker with a sense of humour had upended one of the split
logs to reveal, what looked like, a pair of trousers. Having a similar sense of humour I thought: “I
must have those trousers for my garden. Would Noddy or Big Ears have worn these”? I contacted
the farmer, Charles Pitcher, who kindly agreed for me to have the log.
Day after day I walked past the log, enthusiastically planning what I was going to do with it, until
one day I was horrified to discover that it had gone. Thankfully, I discovered that it had been
relocated to the farmyard in Wooburn Green for me to arrange collection. ‘The Legs’ are now firmly
positioned on my top soil awaiting completion – a fine monument to Noddy or Big Ears.

Our picture shows Pauline with the legs, or maybe just the log

Taking a Pilates hobby to the next level
Target editor, Debra Aspinall, spent lockdown qualifying as a Pilates instructor.
Here she explains how this came about and why Pilates could be perfect for
you…

Apart from not being able to work on Target magazine or seeing my family during lockdown
one of my main disappointments was not being able to do my regular Pilates classes.
I discovered Pilates five years ago after struggling at a local yoga class. I simply wasn’t flexible

enough to get into the yoga positions and hold them. An old shoulder injury added to my
frustrations. Someone in class suggested I should try Pilates which, she informed me, was
gentler than yoga.
Advice heeded I joined a local gym that holds regular classes and nervously turned up for
my first class. The other participants were far more flexible than me and it was weeks before
I felt I could say I had mastered the basics.
But during those weeks my bad shoulder stopped hurting me, I lost weight and I felt so

much more toned all over. My posture improved and I very soon started to really look forward to classes. My two classes a week increased to four
and the overall improvements to my flexibility were immense and I just felt well, much calmer and in control of everything.
Pilates was invented by Joseph Pilates, born in Germany in 1883, who suffered from several debilitating conditions including rickets and asthma. He

wanted to develop a form of exercise which could improve his physical state and give him a balance of mind, body and spirit through movement and
breathing techniques. 
Pilates is a form of exercise for anyone, at any age, and the benefits to be gained from it are numerous. These include increased muscle tone and

strength (through precise controlled movements), improved posture (from learning how to sit, stand and even lie correctly) reduced injury and
reduction in joint pain (from strengthening muscles and creating a more stable spine and core) greater flexibility (from controlled, repetitive use of
otherwise underused muscles), improved breathing and an improved overall awareness of one’s own body, balance and coordination.
As we age our ability to balance decreases, potentially leading to falls, and aches and pains in certain joints stop us using them properly (worsening
the situation). We also tend to be nervous about trying new things.
I’m no Spring chicken and I was in a rut and had long stopped doing the sports I loved as a youngster (horse riding, netball, tennis) when I

discovered Pilates. It doesn’t turn you into an athlete, but it does help your body stay loose and flexible and you can even develop lithe limbs and
muscles where you never had them before.
I have been toying with the idea of taking a Pilates teaching diploma for about a year, but never really had the time to do it. As well as editing Target

magazine I have other part time work commitments, including working as a hypnotherapist and psychotherapist. But all my work came to an abrupt
stop in late March and in early April I took the plunge and enrolled to take a Pilates teaching diploma online. 
I am now fully qualified (I actually gained a distinction!) and plan to run classes at the community centre from October. Classes will end with a

lovely relaxation/mindfulness wind-down so everyone will go on their way feeling motivated and energised for the day ahead.
Do email me if you are interested in joining my classes. Let me know what times would work best for you and initially I’ll try to set classes up to

suit the majority.
I can also do private sessions in your home if you’re not feeling ready to wear lycra in public just yet. Email me at pilates@buckstherapy.com

What we did during lockdown...

Bourne End below on Spitfire flight
Pictures say more than words. That’s why Andy Annabel
never stopped working during lockdown. His cameras were
constantly in demand – never more so than on VE Day
when there was a historic flight by a Spitfire bomber to hon-
our a range of people and places who had played a signifi-
cant part in wartime activities. It flew right over the home of
Captain Sir Thomas Moore, the amazing NHS fundraiser,
as well as the nursing home of Dame Vera Lynn (RIP) who
kept music in everyone’s ears through the darkest days.
“My part was to help prepare the Spitfire for flight, rig the

cameras and film the event with the onboard cameras”
Andy explained. “There was also the preparations, takeoff
and landing which were filmed from a drone for the Daily
Mail. 
While there was no doubt about the Spitfire, plane watch-

ers on the ground recognised the engine noise instantly,
there was extra sign writing on both sides and underneath
with the message ‘Thank You NHS’. 
Boultbee Flight Academy is the operator of the Spitfire and

Andy has been involved with them on previous occasions.
When he went through the pictures he was delighted to find
one showing Bourne End with the River Thames, railway
bridge and school buildings on  Bourne End Academy in
New Road. “That I decided had to be one for Target,” Andy
said with delight. 
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Despite the restrictions imposed upon us by
Covid 19, a number of groups have found
creative ways to continue meeting during the
lockdown.  

Some have been meeting via Zoom such as
poetry, various language groups, current affairs,
T’ai Chi and the exercise group. 

Once the restrictions started to relax, the golf
group was able to meet outside in a suitably
socially distanced way and the wine group
hope to meet outside in a member’s garden
shortly.

The committee is closely monitoring
government advice on what activities we can
offer and when. As soon as it is safe to offer
more of our usual programme we will certainly
do this. We started monthly Zoom lectures in
July instead of our monthly meetings and hope
that members will participate in these and enjoy
them.

Bourne End 
& District 

Wooburn Town’s VE Day Celebrations
From a six-year-old cartwheeling to an 82-year-old reminiscing, Wooburn Town
commemorated the 75th anniversary of  VE Day in a truly nostalgic way.
Neighbours gathered (observing the 2m social distancing protocol), with wine,

tea, cucumber sandwiches and Victoria sponge cake to soak up the May sunshine –
which, according to our oldest resident, wasn’t quite as hot as 1945. 
Sir Winston Churchill’s

tonorous voice resonated,
Dame Vera’s singing trilled
and the village joined in
with great vigour – old,
young and new friends.   
Everyone was redolent

of the era; wearing red,
white and blue and the
true wartime spirit
prevailed. Obviously, it
held a particular
resonance in this 
COVID-19 lockdown we
are currently experiencing.    

Pictured left is John Plumridge, who will be known to many readers, and above a virtual
kiss from Mike Tomkins to Helen, publican of The Old Bell.

Wooburn Town’s VE Day Celebrations

Members were asked to let the committee
know what they had been doing in lockdown
and the responses to this request came
flooding in. 

We have a very creative and resourceful
membership in our U3A. One member is
recording his childhood memories of the 1940s,
another has been creating garden sculptures in
glass which are amazing. People have been
knitting, sewing and learning how to use
modern technology for the first time. The latter
especially useful to keep in touch with family
members.

Some members have been walking miles
exploring while another has taken up cycling.

Appreciating the countryside and wildlife has
been high on the list as well as painting and
photography. So – we clearly haven’t sat at
home vegetating.

We welcome new members at any time. For
information please contact membership
secretary Fritha Irwin on
vicechair@bourneendu3a.org.uk

By Fritha Irwin   

CHALKLANDS STREET
PARTY FOR VE DAY
Like many communities across the country, the
residents of Chalklands, Bourne End used the happy
occasion of  VE Day to escape the restrictions of
COVID-19 and enjoy some responsibly distanced
socialising.
Prompted by a leaflet distributed by their residents’

association, households put up flags and festive
bunting and set up their garden chairs and tables at
the end of their drives. 
Most also took time out to stroll around the loop

road and catch up with their friends and neighbours,
while some gathered their chairs into distanced
circles for a group get-together. Almost 100
households, young and old alike, entered into the
spirit of the event and everyone enjoyed the party
atmosphere, some by candlelight well into the night. 
After many weeks of lockdown this was a fitting way

to safely escape the confinement – if only for a few
hours – and commemorate this historic event.
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By the time you’re reading this, we will have held two
outdoor only Community Food and Craft Markets on
the second Saturdays in June and July.
We cannot tell you how amazed and delighted the
17 stall holders and 25 volunteer friendly stewards –
all wearing face coverings –  were by the turnout at
our first event in June.   
To see so many people queuing patiently and
respecting social distancing all along Wakeman Road
was a sight to behold – THANK YOU to every single
one of you.   
For many, June’s market was their first outing since
lockdown.
We are most grateful to the Princes Trust Day Care
Centre, the community centre, St Dunstan’s Church
and the library for permission to use their forecourts;
to Jeff Russell of Spade Oak Construction for health
and safety advice and loan of barriers; to St Paul’s
Church for loan of tables; to David Whittaker of Wye
Valley Volunteers and Parish Councillor Miriam Blazey
for their valuable support.  
At the time of writing, we are busy preparing for our
July market and will have lots going on. As well as
around 25 food, craft and community stalls including
Tony and Sue, formerly of Bourne End Cards & Gifts,
we will have a talented violinist to entertain the
queue; a One Can Trust collection point, where we're
asking our lovely market visitors to bring and donate
a tin of corned beef or two tins of chick peas/kidney
beans or similar in return for a raffle ticket; South
Bucks Hospice good as new and designer clothes sale
and goodness knows what else besides.
As well as market affairs, some stall holders,
stewards and regular market goers have been
involved in the Bourne End and Wooburn Green SOS
effort delivering prescriptions, doing shopping and
gardening for shielding and self-isolating residents and
Brook House; making PPE for our local GPs and
nurses, carers, care homes and NHS hospital staff;
sewing aprons for schools and nurseries; delivering
Care for Carers treat boxes and discovering or re-
discovering hidden skills and talents, all the while,
making new acquaintances and forging new
friendships which will long outlast the Covid-19 crisis.

Who knows what lies ahead for the market? Much will depend on whether the library re-
opens for private hire or not and what social distancing regulations will be in place for
indoor events. We’ll face that challenge all in good time.   In the meantime, here are some
photos from the June market.
Come and see us in Wakeman Road on Saturday August 8, 10-1pm. Find more info at
https://www.facebook.com/BourneEndCommunityCraftMarket 
Or email me at rosieohagan@me.com or call 07989 716635   

Update by Rosie O’Hagan

BOURNE END COM
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Bourne End C
ommunity, Foo

d &

Craft Market c
elebrates its10

th

Anniversary Ye
ar Co-founder Rosie Ha

gan reports...

Set up by craft
er Julia Wooste

r and myself, b
aker Rosie O’H

agan, in

conjunction w
ith former libr

ary manager, In
ka D’Agostino

 our first

event was held
 on Feb 12, 201

1 featuring 12 
local stall hold

ers and

has taken place
 every second 

Saturday of the
 month, 10am 

to1pm,

since then.

Currently we h
ave 50 membe

rs aged 15 to 9
0 including at l

east eight origi
nal stall holder

s. Our

market is an in
formal cooper

ative organisat
ion with an em

phasis on com
munity, inclusiv

ity and mutual

support. Custo
mers always co

mment on the
 friendliness an

d general posit
ive feel of the 

market.  

Our popular c
harity tombola

 run by Kelly B
ambra is well s

upported by cu
stomers and st

all holders

alike and, over 
the years, has r

aised nearly £6
,000 benefittin

g more than 90
 good causes.  

 

Often, a charit
y is chosen by 

a stall holder d
ue to a particu

lar personal re
ason or contac

t.  We are

very grateful to
 Wooburn Gre

en Pharmacy w
ho donate a ba

gful of prizes e
very month – 

thank you Raj

and Kathy.    
Special thanks 

also to the ano
nymous visitor

 to February’s 
market who ga

ve a very gene
rous

donation as we
ll as a bag full o

f prizes for the
 Thomas Ball C

hildren’s Cance
r Fund. It is thi

s sort of

action which e
ncapsulates the

 spirit of the co
mmunity mark

et.

A significant nu
mber of stall h

olders take up
 a craft while r

ecovering from
 illness or othe

r difficult life

events experie
ncing the resto

rative power o
f crafting and e

ncouraging gen
eral wellness.

Some stall hold
ers are small b

usiness owner
s such as Anto

n Hazelle’s han
d-made and de

licious

‘Luxury Choco
late For You’ w

ith more than 
165 varieties t

o choose from
; Dave Clarke’s

 Advanced

Remedial & Sp
orts Massage; j

ams and prese
rves from Kare

n Larkin’s Woo
burn Moor fru

it orchards;

meat, game, ch
eese and eggs 

from Castlema
n’s Farm, Woob

urn Common; 
artisan bread f

rom Rex

Bakery, Little C
halfont and reg

ular and FreeF
rom cakes and

 quiches from 
Rosie’s Munch

 Basket,

Wooburn Gre
en.

Other stall hol
ders have full o

r part-time job
s but enjoy cra

fting as a hobb
y be it card, pa

percraft, sign

or jewellery m
aking, woodtur

ning, knitwear 
and textiles, gr

owing flowers 
and plants, can

dle and soap

making, fused g
lass and ceram

ics, room fragr
ances and cosm

etics, photogra
phy and artwo

rk, baking and

sweet making, 
children’s book

s and occasion
al local author

s.   

We welcome Y
oung Enterpris

e student entr
epreneurs such

 as Isobel Smit
h and her fabu

lous Harry

Potter-themed
 cold-pressed s

oaps or Sian R
amm’s ReScent

ered pamperin
g kits.   

We are very p
leased about re

cent emphasis 
by stall holders

 such as The W
ildlife Trust and

 Chiltern

Crafts on zero
 waste, recyclin

g and helping t
he planet.   Fol

lowing a shout
-out for suppo

rt by the

Australian Anim
al Rescue effor

t, cutting up ju
st one brushed

 cotton sheet f
rom a charity s

hop, Chiltern

Crafts made 17
 liners for Koa

las and Bushtai
l Possums, 14 l

iners for Ringt
ail Possums an

d Bandicoots

and 15 tiny line
rs for unfurred

 Possums and S
ugar Gliders –

 amazing.   

We’ve been us
ing social medi

a to promote t
he community

 market and en
courage new v

isitors:

https://www.fa
cebook.com/B

ourneEndCom
munityCraftMa

rket  

Also, to alert t
he local comm

unity about spe
cial events we 

are planning fo
r our 10th ann

iversary Year

including craft 
demonstration

s, pop-up sewin
g repair cafés, 

recycling event
s, Summer tea-

party event,

performances 
by choirs/musi

cians, visits by W
ycombe Wand

erers and (if w
e can nail them

 down) local

celebrities and
 author book-s

ignings.    

You don’t have
 to be a stall h

older to partic
ipate – if you’d

 like to help or
ganise special e

vents,

volunteer for t
he sewing repa

ir café, donate 
tombola prizes

, offer social m
edia skills, perf

orm a 45

minute slot wi
th your singing

 or music grou
p or something

 else we haven
’t yet thought a

bout, please

do get in touch
 by email rosie

ohagan@me.com or cal
l 07989 71663

5.  We’d really 
love to hear fr

om

you!   

I’d personally l
ike to thank ev

eryone who ha
s been involved

 with BECMark
et over the yea

rs and for

making it such
 a happy place 

for all – stall h
olders and help

ers (Rosemary
, Allie, Jenny an

d Pauline),

CUSTOMERS, 
Bourne End Li

brary,TARGET and, not least, 
my husband M

ichael for being
 on hand to

help when thin
gs don’t go to 

plan!  

This spread (below) appeared in the April/May magazine which was only published online. 
To take a better look at it go to

https://www.bourneendcommunitycentre.org.uk/index.php/read-target-magazine

MMUNITY MARKET 

BOURNE END COMMUNITY MARKET 
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Past times by Barrie Penfold
Light is something we take for granted. “Turn on the light” is easily said and done. Let’s
take a look at how things used to be and how processes eventually resulted in the fact
that a click of a switch would make every working day the same. And how the Bourne End
Electric Company, for a time, played a huge part in providing this light.

Think back to when natural light
governed work – people rose in
the dark to work in the light. When
the sun went down they slept.
Candlelight extended the day, but
only for eating, washing and
perhaps to read, write or sew. 
At the height of the summer
people would be working soon
after 4am and through to sunset. In
winter the working hours could be
halved. The sun’s position governed
their lives.
Providing light had been an

ongoing experiment since the
Middle Ages. Making the working
day longer and more productive
was the aim. Fuel sources varied and many happened by accident but into the 18th
century the creation of an incandescent mantle producing good white light and
using both oil or gas as a fuel was a breakthrough. 
When commercial gas became available in the early 19th

century in Europe and America it was a new way of lighting
homes, factories and shops – even our streets. Locally the mills
used gas lighting to give the working day regular hours.  From
that time onward permanent lighting fixtures could be
connected to an outside fuel supply. See the Ordnance Survey
map from 1875, above, which shows Lower Mill, where the
River Wye meets the River Thames, and see that they had their
own Gasometer, built by William Morley. Surprisingly few maps
show this individual fuel supply. 
By the early 1800s gas streetlights were becoming common in

most major cities and the installation of gas lighting systems in
the home were well underway. There were drawbacks. Fitters
cut corners in the desire for profit.  A lack of regulation meant
corner cutting and low pressure was a common problem as
were increased reports of fires, explosions and suffocations.
Despite its many drawbacks, gas remained the most popular

form of lighting until the launch of the National Grid in the
1930s and the history of lighting would be much duller without
it. Very late in the 19th century and early in the 20th century,
electricity gradually replaced gas as the source of lighting, with the interesting period of
dual-fuel (gas and electric) lasting about 20 years before the transition to all electric.
Bourne End Auction Rooms might take delight in the sight of the beautifully ornate

Arts and Crafts style gas fitting from over a century ago as can be seen from the
advertisement on the right. It’s also worth a visit to Cliveden – just up the hill from
Bourne End – to see the gas yard where their gas supply was made. The gas yard was
suitably named as it has the gas chimney skilfully doctored to make it look like a tree
trunk – a whim of the rich owners who disliked their view marred by a basic chimney.
While that was happening up at Cliveden locally Brookbank, on
Hedsor Road, was the first house to have electricity, quickly
followed by Jefferies. At the mills there would have been a sigh of
relief as electricity supplied good light without the fire risks of gas. 
Information about the Bourne End Electric Company has proved

hard to find. From the London Gazette dated 29 June 1923 was a
report submitted to the Ministry of Transport of the company
going into voluntary liquidation. 
So here’s the appeal. Does anyone know anything about Bourne

End Electric Company? Where was their office and did they
generate and store their own power? Perhaps they just purchased
electricity from the mains? Has anyone got an old bill? Sadly
anyone with any first hand knowledge is no longer around. At the
time they must have been a major company in what was a small
village.

Help needed please to identify these
young men (below) from the 1943
C4 Upper Thames Sailing Club Rifle
Patrol. They are holding the trophy
they have just been presented with

for winning the shooting cup.
Recognise anyone? Please let Target

know by contacting:
editor@targetmagazine.org.uk

The impressive gas chimney at Cliveden
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Parishes of St Nicholas Hedsor and 
St Mark’s Bourne End
The pandemic has revealed how creative
human beings can be in the face of adversity. 
During lockdown we were able to quickly

adapt and develop new ways of delivering our
services and prayer meetings to keep us
connected with each other and God. 
Social media provided the platform with

YouTube, Facebook and Zoom being a
welcome space to worship, pray and keep in
touch with eachother. 
Our services took place at 10am each week

and we were able engage with many who
found it a helpful space for normality in an
otherwise
challenging time.
If you connected

with us for the
first time during
these uncertain
times, we look
forward to
welcoming you to our post-lockdown
services in the church building. 
We want everyone to be safe and have
carried out a risk assessment as prescribed
by the Church of England to ensure
government guidelines are followed and
safety measures are in place before reopening
our buildings. 
We warmly welcome members of our
community to join us for any of our services.
If you are unable to join us physically we hope
to continue livestreaming with YouTube from
our service at St Mark’s at 10.30am each
Sunday.
With the reopening of the building, regular
Sunday worship resumes at 9am at St
Nicholas and 10.30am at St Mark’s. 
Our mission and calling

remain the same; however
our style of worshipping in
the short term will change.
For the time being there will
be a mixture of family
service, Holy Communion
and morning prayer: please
check our website, Facebook
and notices for the type of service taking
place each Sunday.
Huge thanks to everyone who willingly got

involved in unexpected ways, providing videos
for readings and intercessions. 
We want to thank those who continue to
make regular much needed donations to One
Can via the boxes outside the Rectory in
Fieldhead Gardens.
Weekday activities are yet to resume.
However the church is open for worship,
private prayer and meditation at the following
times. St Mark’s short lunchtime service is on
Thursdays at 12.30pm. Meditation takes place
at St Nicholas 1.30pm to 2pm each
Wednesday, a special time of quiet reflection
in the tranquillity of the church.
Yes, many things have changed. However,
some things remain unchanged: God is still
God. 
For weddings, funerals and baptisms please

contact Revd Janet on 01628 523046 or email
revjanetbinns@gmail.com.
Find us on our St Nicholas and St Mark’s

Facebook and Twitter pages and at
www.parishesofhedsorandbourneend.co.uk/.

St John the Baptist Church, 
Little Marlow
Our team has been working tirelessly during
this very difficult time to give encouragement
and support and to keep church going, albeit
in a very different way.
Details of two Sunday services, 9.30am

Traditional and 11am Contemporary, are at 
4u-team.org (click on digital church), also
Children’s Club and during the week Daily
Reflections. The Sunday service can also be
found on
Marlow FM
97.5.
The church is
now open for
private prayer
on Sunday
2.30pm to 4.30pm and Thursday 11am to
1pm.  We are looking at opening the church
for Sunday service, but as yet have no date as
practical details have to be put in place.
Please check the website for news. The
hotline for pastoral support is 07492 562366. 

St Paul’s and St Mary’s Church,
Wooburn
From June 21 we were able to open our
doors at St Paul’s for private prayer twice a
week, on Sundays 9.30am to 11am and
Wednesdays 10am to
11am. The church is set
up with a one-way entry
system and all are
welcome to spend time
here.
We planned to resume
some services from the
middle of July. Please visit
our website for up-to-date details:
www.stpaulswooburn.org/welcome.htm
We invite you to join our Wednesday Zoom
prayer service at 8pm (lasting about 20
minutes). A weekly Service Sheet with the
week’s readings, reflections on the readings
and prayers is available. To be put on the
mailing list and for the Zoom link contact Val
Berry, the Parish Secretary, at
stpaulswooburnparishoffice@gmail.com

Cores End United Reformed Church
Throughout the lockdown our church and
Trinity Wycombe have run our shared
services online through YouTube, with Zoom
coffee mornings
after the service for
people to catch up
with friends. Also
people have sent
photos to reflect on
before the services. 
Our singing group

grows and members from both churches have
taken part in leading prayers, readings and
giving talks. 
The theme of our service on July 5 was The

wonder of creation and God's call on us to care
for our planet, partly filmed from The Meadow
at Cores End.

OUR LOCAL CHURCHES 
KEEP IN TOUCH

While the church at Cores End will still be
closed for some time, we were happy to
welcome back the Montessori School for the
final two weeks of term.
A message from Geoff Britt: “During the
lockdown and enjoying the wonderful
services put together by Terry and the tech
team at Trinity, I decided to write a
lighthearted song Virtual Church.
“This was followed by the notion that it
could be used as a catalyst for folk to donate
to the refurbishment of our toilet facilities at
Cores End. 
“The DVD shows pictures of Cores End and
grounds, together with other drawings and
pictures to fit in with the lyrics. 
“To make it better value, I recorded six
more songs, some being my own composition
including one entitled Lula, my daughter
Karen's dog, who, with prompts from Karen,
had a go at 'singing and speaking' on the
rendition of Somewhere Over the Rainbow. 
“Another was about Slate Meadow. The
DVDs will shortly be available for TVs, PCs
and Mac computers. Please email me on
berylgeoffbritt@gmail.com or phone 01628
525387 to place an order and how to make a
donation.”

St Dunstan’s Church
The daily streamed Masses with Monsignor
Seán and Father Shyju were viewed in our
homes by more than 100 people and on
Sundays the audience exceeded 350
households. 
A weekly Children’s Liturgy was also
streamed each Sunday
morning. We were
allowed to visit the
church on Fridays during
mid-June for private
prayer.
It was with much joy

that many were able to return to a physical
Mass in July. Masses however are much
shorter, to minimise the risk of infection and
therefore the time spent in church. There is
no singing. 
For those unable to attend Mass due to age,

shielding or isolation, we continue to stream
the Sunday Mass.
During lockdown, it was no surprise that

the community remained united. There were
several call circles and initiatives to ensure
that those in need continued to be cared for
and have contact details to hand should they
require help with daily needs or just a chat.
Despite lockdown the One Can Trust

continued to operate with parishioners
contributing by dropping off groceries at the
church for collection each Monday morning
and since we returned to Mass, normal
contributions have resumed.
The young adults preparing for
Confirmation returned to lessons after the
enforced break. Although they have had fewer
classes, the sessions were extended to make
up the missed time. 
They will be confirmed by Bishop David
Oakley in August.
All parish celebrations have been put on
hold for the foreseeable future; however we
look forward to resuming them as soon as it
is safe to do so.

THANK YOU TO VOLUNTEERS 
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1st Bourne End Scouts  
Along with the rest of the Scouting movement,
1st Bourne End Scouts suspended normal
weekly meetings when the lockdown
commenced. However, the group managed to
keep busy. 
All sections continued to meet up online via
Zoom - that’s two Beaver colonies for six to
eight year-olds, two Cub packs for eight
to10½-year-olds and two Scout troops for
10½ to 14 year olds. 
Through online meetings, the young people
were still able to earn many badges. The
Beavers worked on their reader badge, while
the Scouts were involved with digital citizen
and digital maker badges. Many Scouts showed
a lot of talent in this sphere and may be the
ones to watch in the future. 
Not to leave out the Cubs. They were busy
planting sunflowers and making baked eggy
potatoes which proved very tasty. 
Other activities during lockdown included
many Beavers taking a virtual tour of a
museum. Cubs had many laughs during an
online scavenger hunt, enjoyed as much by
parents as by their children. 
St George’s Day, always a special day in the
scouting calendar, was marked by many
members of the group donning their uniforms
to renew their promise on their doorstep at
8pm. Proud parents took and shared photos of
the smartly dressed youngsters.
Community spirit was important for the
group at that difficult time. This led many of
the group to join in the largest virtual camp
challenge, organised by Northumberland
Scouts. This resulted in more than 80,000
excited Scouts, Cubs and Beavers sleeping in
tents in their gardens across the country, on
the night of April 30. 
Campfires are always an integral part of
Scouting events; on this occasion a virtual
campfire with singing and chatting online was
an incredible experience. To do their bit for
charity, everyone walked a mile as part of Hike
to the Moon inspired by celebrities like Tim
Peake and Bear Grylls.
At the time of writing, September still seems
ages away. Planning for a new scouting normal
is underway, but organisational details are as

yet unclear. The leaders were really hoping to
resume outdoor meetings with the usual lively
mix of hiking, cooking, den building and
campfires. 
When you read this, let’s hope that some
normality has returned to 1st Bourne End

Scouts and for the whole
community.
The group is always looking to the
future. The happier and healthier
times to come will see the group
resuming its usual active
programme. 
With that in mind, we are
currently looking for Cub and
Scout leaders. 
Are you looking for a new
challenge or are you a leader
looking for a new group? No
experience needed.
Please contact Sam, the Group
Scout Leader, at
besg.groupscoutleader@gmail.com
to find out more.

Soroptimists of Thames Valley 
Our link with the  Kori Development Project
in Sierra Leone supports women and girls’
education and economic empowerment. 
The founder of the project, Rose Simbo, is a
member of our club. During the Ebola crisis
some years ago, the most serious issue was
not Ebola itself, but that the process of
lockdown led to starvation. 
During this present Covid-19 pandemic we
have sent money to Kori to buy rice. For the
Ebola crisis we shipped out a donation of rice
from the UK to help relieve the starvation. It
took some weeks to get there but during this
pandemic we bought the rice immediately on
the spot in Sierra Leone. Distribution was
done less than two weeks after our first
discussion, thereby reaching vulnerable people
as early as possible to prevent starvation. 
For more information on the Soroptimist
Club of Thames Valley and the work we do in
the community here and abroad see our
website: www.koridp.org

Wye Valley Volunteers
What strange times we live in. Sadly Wye
Valley Volunteers had to close down almost
completely in March due to the restrictions
imposed by coronavirus. 
We did what we could to support our most
vulnerable clients, with home visiting
volunteers continuing to make contact over
the phone and lunch club helpers similarly
supporting their regular guests. We had to
stop the transport service instantly and close
the office.
Out of this disaster emerged a wonderful
group of volunteers, the Bourne End &
Wooburn SOS, which liaised with other local
SOS groups in providing a pick-up service for
shopping and prescriptions, and ‘friendly
phone’ support. 
The service has been outstandingly
successful and is likely to continue for a few
months.
With the relaxing of regulations we have
been making plans to restore our services as
soon as it is practical and safe to do so. All
our volunteers are being contacted for their
views on resuming their roles and we plan to
gradually re-introduce the services once

everyone is satisfied that any risk is
manageable.
Some, like the lunch club, will probably have to
be delivered rather differently and we will work
towards smaller more frequent groups.
Not unexpectedly some of our older drivers
are reluctant to return, at least in the
immediate future, so we are likely to require
more volunteer drivers once hospital and GP
appointments become more frequent. 
At the moment there have to be strict rules
on hygiene etc, but all of our drivers will tell
you how much they enjoy their work and their
contact with clients. 
We are in a state of flux as regards contact
until the office re-opens, but if you would like
to get in touch with us, either as a client or as a
potential volunteer, ideally send a message to
enquiries@wyevalleyvolunteers.org.uk
You can also call our original office number,
01628 521027. This is currently being used by
BE&WSOS but they will pass a message on.
There will be publicity to let you know when
the office opens and the phones are back in
place.
Thanks to all our patient volunteers who must
have wondered what was going on at times, and
best wishes to all our clients – we all look
forward to meeting up with you again.

Bourne End Horticultural Society
We have been forced to put all meetings and
trips on hold until government guidelines allow
us to resume our usual programme. 
In the meantime, if you would like details
concerning membership and meetings please
do not hesitate to contact Penny Hampson on
01628 521482 or pennyhampson@hotmail.com
or follow our Facebook page.

Bucks Family History Society
Hello lockdown and hello world – that was the
unexpected result when we decided to switch
our talks to online via Zoom. 
Members were able to log in but, for some
unexplained reason, we found people all over
the world logging in and watching.
A family history enthusiast in Australia logged
in at 5am and another in New Zealand came in
at the more acceptable time of 7am. Both
enjoyed the talk and promised they would be
back. There were also members from the USA
and Canada attending.
Our first talk was Dave Foster on Starting

Family History, followed by Ian Waller talking
about The Parish Chest and then Julian Hunt
discussed Buckinghamshire Workhouses including
those in Marlow and High Wycombe.
Our July online talk was by Les Mitchinson on

Old Maps covering Tithe, Enclosures, Ordnance
Survey and Estate Maps. We are hoping to have
a talk in August on old family photographs.
This will keep our own members in contact
with the Bucks Family History Society and
delight our far-afield audience.
To become a member log into
www.bucksfhs.org.uk and you will be advised
when we are able to get back to live meetings
in the Eghams Room at the Community Centre.
This may be as early as September but please
check our website for confirmation nearer the
time.
Bourne End Flower Arrangement Society
We are excited to let all of our members know
that we will be resuming our fantastic floral
demonstrations and we don’t mind telling you,

yet unclear. The leaders were really hoping to
OUR GROUP MEMBERS

KEEP IN TOUCH
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DEAR TARGET READERS
we cannot wait to get started. Obviously it all
depends on pandemic guidelines and live
events need clarification on what can, or
cannot, take place.  
The coronavirus pandemic has affected all of
us in different ways and it has been a very
strange, and
often difficult,
Spring and
Summer for
lots of us.  
At the
moment, our
floral
community is
still very
much online
and using this
opportunity
to practise
their flower
arranging in
their own
homes using what they can from their gardens.
We would love to see your arrangements so
that we can share them with our floral
community.  
Email us at BourneEndFAS@hotmail.com and
follow us on Facebook (@BourneEndFAS) to
see if your picture gets posted.
Working within the Government guidelines
and with Bourne End Community Centre, we
are working hard to ensure that we can
resume our monthly demonstrations in a safe
environment.  Keep an eye on our Facebook
page, contact us on 01628 628758 or email us
for updates.  We cannot wait to see you all
once again!
Our picture shows group member Val Taylor at
home with one of her stunning arrangements.

Bourne End (Bucks) Twinning
Association
Something to add to your post-lockdown
resolutions: get into twinning ready for next
year’s special visit. 
We foster links and friendships between our
community and that of Octeville-sur-Mer (a
little town near Le Havre in Normandy). We
normally run six events a year plus the big
visit. It’s a load of fun, and a great way to make
friends here and in France. 
The cancelled visit from our dear Octeville
friends to Bourne End has been rescheduled
for Thursday June 4 to Monday June 8 next
year. So put it in your diary now and let’s look
forward to it. More no-obligation details
available from any committee member.
All our meetings are currently suspended,
including the choir. In consequence, 2020
memberships will now include the whole of
2021.
We were very sad to learn of the passing of
Roland Goleo, a beloved, long-term member
of the CJO, and sent our condolences and best
wishes to Nicole.
For any twinning association information
contact Chairman Wilma Johnston Ball on
01628 473872, will6j@virginmedia.com or
Wendy Langford 01628 520065,
langford@thamesinternet.com 
Our £5pa membership (£10 for a family)
covers information on all events. Our website
is www.bebta.co.uk and our twin is Octeville-
sur-Mer, Normandy, at www.cjo.fr

What shall we put in the calendar which usually appears in this spot? At the moment there’s
very little and the details can be found elsewhere in Target. Perhaps we should remind readers
that there was an April/May issue – with frequent mentions of the word ‘cancelled’ – ready to go
to the printers when we were all sent into lockdown. You can read it on the community centre
website at www.bourneendcommunitycentre.org.uk
For June/July it seemed appropriate to say a huge
‘thank you’ to the wonderful people who worked for
the NHS, keyworkers, delivery people and all those
supporting our community. Without them, the
saying goes, things might have been different. That
was just a Target one page. So here’s a picture of
both  covers to keep the Target message alive
through one of the most difficult and restrictive
periods we have known.
Now to the future as we now have permission to
move on, perhaps with caution, recreate and revive
our normal lives. There is promise and this page
will soon be packed with dates, events and news
about what we can enjoy – with social distancing. In the
meantime you might want to help Target by paying for this, and
hopefully many more printed issues. Payment details are on
page 16 currently the preference would be for payment via a cheque or through your bank.

The next issue of Target will cover October and November 2020
Email editor@targetmagazine.org.uk by Tuesday September 1 to get your event included in

the calendar. The magazine will be published on Friday September 25

And finally, as we all enjoy the great outdoors, perhaps consider supporting
THE GREAT BRITISH SEPTEMBER CLEAN from September 11 to 27 and
keep our lovely areas free of litter as we move into Autumn and Winter.

AN APPEAL TO HELP KEEP ALASKA STEAMING...
You might also want to consider helping Alaska - that wonderful Thames Steamer – whose
hooter is familiar along our stretch of the river and who provides very special boat trips on bank
holidays from Bourne End Marina. You can take the royal chair where HM The Queen sat on one
of her celebratory trips. Alaska needs funds for essential work. 
Peter Green, managing director of Thames Steamers Limited has written an appeal on a Just
Giving page.
He writes: “Due to unprecedented restrictions placed on our operations as a result of
coronavirus, we are sadly facing the prospect of Alaska being out of service for a considerable
period.
“As the oldest passenger steamer on the Thames, Alaska brings with her considerable upkeep
and substantial seasonal costs. The decisions taken by Henley Regatta and Henley Festival to
cancel rather than postpone their major events along with the cancellation of all our pre-booked
charter work means that as a lifting of restrictions allows resumption of river trade, we will still
be left, at best, with a very short season and very limited income earning opportunity in part due
to ongoing social distancing requirements severely reducing passenger capacity and making it
uneconomic to operate.  
“In this time of increased uncertainty, both for individuals and businesses, we respectfully ask
that if at all possible you help keep Alaska running by making a donation here
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-sl-alaska-keep-steaming 
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Many regular Target readers will be familiar
with the sports club newsletter and will know
that the club is celebrating being in existence
for half a century. 
It seems unreal that a small group of parents

could start something which would develop
into such an all-embracing organisation
offering so much to the whole community.
Thousands of children will have taken part in

activities with the club – and you may have
been one of them! 
This couldn’t have been achieved without the

many hundreds of volunteers who have given
so freely of their time throughout – you may
have been one of those too, or perhaps still
are? For this, we thank you.
Our celebrating began by ensuring every

member was given a commemorative drinking
bottle, pen and sports bag. We continued with
the launch of our book ‘Bourne End Junior
Sports Club - An Outstanding Story of Success’
which is available from Bourne End Motor
Company or through our website
www.bejsc.co.uk
It is an excellent read and full of photos,

press cuttings, reminiscences and some
entertaining statistics such as: 441 years

volunteering for all trustees up to 2020, of
which 238 have been completed by the
current board of directors, in excess of
21,200 hours of volunteering by section
leaders and parents every year, £420k raised
for extension to the hall in 1996 and
1,620,000 minutes of parents standing on
sidelines watching their kids play football.
For the week of June 12 to June 20 Bourne

End will be decorated with the club colours of
blue and yellow creating a festive atmosphere
and a strong reminder of our 50 years. We
hope that in the Eghams Room, at the
community centre there will be a display of
photos and information forming a timeline of
the club. Free admission will mean you can
wander in and remember some of the times
you or your family were involved and perhaps
meet up with people from the past.
After months of planning for the big

celebrations we had hoped to be staging a fun
event for children and young people – not just
members. It was to be held on Wooburn Park
with plenty for children to do: inflatables,
games, and activities. Sadly, Coronavirus has
come along and changed all our plans. 
We are trying hard to re-arrange this event

to sometime in August or early September -
check out Target for further details.
Our big final celebration was to take place on

June 20 in the form of a grand dinner at the
Odney Club, Cookham. This was to be an
opportunity for many former members and
volunteers to gather together along with some
sports personalities who have supported us
over the years. Sadly this event has also had to
be postponed due to the Coronavirus, so we
are busy trying to reschedule for a date in
October/November 2020.  
Please do keep an eye out for the confirmed

change of dates and we look forward to
welcoming you to the events when they are
re-booked. 
We so wanted to make this a year to

remember and to celebrate 50 years of such a
successful club and to toast its continuing
growth and development, however, it may now
be memorable for another reason out of our
control. See page 23 to read about how you can
support the club.Bourne End Junior Sports

Club 50th Birthday
Liz Hutton reveals exciting celebratory plans for 2020

Prize winners
at the club

TARGET
TOPS
THE
300

MARK
Target has now
published more

than 300 issues in its 56 volumes.
What a great achievement for your
community magazine.
So thank you to everyone who has made

this possible – those who pay for their copies,
the volunteers who get the magazines into
your homes and those who contribute the
articles, stories and ideas to make it a great
read.
Also a huge thank you to our band of faithful

advertisers who know that being part of
Target helps their business. 
Sadly your numbers have dwindled over the

past few years but, as you will see, there are
now some new advertisers, so our grateful
thanks for your belief and support. To our
readers we ask that you support Target
advertisers whenever possible.
Thank you, thank you, thank you!

STOP PRESS: On going to press Target was informed of many local event cancellations and we have
endeavoured to make last minute changes where possible in the magazine. Please check online or with
group/event organisers before attending anything advertised in this issue. See our statement on page 39.

Prize
winners
in 2019
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As the country takes the first tentative steps out
of lockdown it’s important to offer thanks to
everyone who has helped to make it bearable,
looked after our health issues or just been there
with a smile and a ‘good morning’ on the daily
walk. 
We have never known anything like this and
even those who have a long lifetime of memories
will agree.  And it isn’t over yet.
Coronavirus, COVID 19, or your own choice
description, has swept in and changed all our
lives completely. 
While we smilingly obey the restrictions our
freedoms have been severed. It is sad. Our joy
comes with the vast number of willing, cheerful,
obliging people who keep those self-isolating
supplied with anything they need – providing
moments of human contact – from a distance.
Bringing local news with the goodies, to keep
you in touch with a previous way of life.
These willing volunteers, along with the
delivery drivers, rubbish collectors, posties,
emergency plumbers, skeleton force of teachers,
those who keep checking our safety and work
premises, along with many, many more all
deserve a huge ‘thank you’ and a massive round
of applause. 
How uplifting was the weekly applause, dustbin
banging and cheering for those on the front line?
Giving our thanks to those coping with this virus
through the NHS, the carers, doctors surgeries,
emergency dentists and opticians.

When there were no delivery slots from major
supermarkets local suppliers stepped up their
services, providing delivery services and meeting
a need for almost everything. 
Pubs and restaurants adapted to offer
takeaways, doorstep deliveries and the Garibaldi
pub became a general store with flour – a vital
ingredient for home bakers and missing from the
supermarket. Sewing machines were resurrected
to make face masks and scrubs.  There’s an
endless list of those deserving a ‘thank you’.
While we stay alert let’s remember the SOS
volunteer who makes an early visit each day to
the chemist to check on prescriptions and
collect any that are ready.  Then arranges
distribution to those who need the medication.
Most days there are well over 50 prescriptions

to be collected locally then distributed.
Rosie Kimber makes face masks on her
mum’s old sewing machine – used during
the Second World War – see her (below
centre) in one she made earlier! 
Rosie also made the big rainbow to go in
the window at Bourne End Academy. 
Baking for a 21st was the way to
celebrate for Jade Robinson (below left) a
sociology and criminology student at
Bournemouth University back home in
Bourne End for the duration. 
And lockdown didn't stop Sheila
Hutchins' family celebrating her 90th
birthday in April.  All distancing rules were
observed as her son, Philip, and
granddaughter, Isabelle, made sure she
could share treats and a tipple with
wellwishers at a safe distance.
Sheila’s back garden adjoins the riverside
footpath near Bourne End Marina. They
set up a table with home made cakes, beer
and bubbly plus hand sanitiser, wipes and
disposable cup so walkers could raise a
glass on her 90th (below right). 
Many of us managed to celebrate VE Day
from two metres apart and the
champagne tasted great.

‘And People Stayed At Home’ 
By Kathleen O’ Mara, 1869 (yes, 1869) and
written after the Irish potato famine
And people stayed home
and read books and listened
and rested and exercised 
and made art and played

and learned new ways of being
and stopped and listened
deeper
someone meditated
someone prayed
someone danced
someone met their shadow
and people began to think
differently
and people healed
and in the absence of people
who lived in ignorant ways,
dangerous, meaningless and
heartless,
even the earth began to heal
and when the danger ended
and people found each other
grieved for the dead people
and they made new choices
and dreamed of new visions

and created new ways of life
and healed the earth completely.

T H A N K  YO U  A L L

Rosie Kimber models one of the many
face masks she’s been busy making

during lockdown

Jade Robinson

WHEN ALLOWED THE COMMUNITY CENTRE WILL RE-OPEN FOLLOWING STRICT RULES.
WE PLAN TO DISTRIBUTE THE NEXT ISSUE OF TARGET EARLY AUGUST.

Sheila Hutchins



THE FALCON QUIZ
The Falcon’s quiz master, Steve, set this quiz and landlady, Katie Lamb, offers a meal for two at
the pub as a prize for the winner. For your chance to win, send in your answers to the questions
below by email to editor@targetmagazine.org.uk (with the subject line Falcon Quiz) or write
down your answers and drop them in at the community centre. Don’t forget to include your
contact details. The winner will be picked at random from all the correct entries on the closing
date Monday September 7. Have a go… if nobody gets all the answers the winner will be the
person with the most correct answers. All answers have the surname Jones.

Set and sponsored by The Falcon Pub, Wooburn Moor

The Falcon Pub
Watery Lane, 

Wooburn Moor, HP10 0NE 

Tel: 01628 522752

The Falcon Pub1 This welsh actress is married to Michael Douglas.
2  Known for her diary films.
3  The English lead singer of The Monkeys.
4  The Voice of Darth Vader.
5  This architect introduced the classical architecture of Rome and the Italian Renaissance to Britain.
He designed the Queen’s House, the Banqueting House, and the layout for Covent Garden.   
6 The actor who played Ives in Porridge.
7 A welsh comedian and member of the Monty Python team.
8 This ex Blue Peter presenter hosted Sunday Morning Breakfast with Caroline Flack on Heart Radio.
9 This British actor and former pro footballer known as a hard man on screen and on the football pitch. 
10 The birth name of the singer and actor who played Major Celliers in the film Merry Christmas, Mr
Lawrence.
11 The English singer songwriter who had a hit in the 1980’s withWhere is love.
12 Famous as a fictional villain character in the Pirates of the Caribbean feature film series. 
13  This comedian starred in the TV series Alas Smith and Jones.
14 This American animator produced and directed most of the Looney Tunes and Merrie Melodies
animated films.
15 This Stella actress co-starred in and co-wrote the British comedy Gavin and Stacey.
16 This English musician is one of the lead vocalists and guitarists in the pop–rock band Mcfly.
17 The founder and original leader of the Rolling Stones.
18 He was the leader/founder of American Cult – The Peoples Temple.
19 He ‘walked in the air’ when he was younger, but is now known for his TV work.
20 The singer who has had many hits including What’s new pussy cat?

Keep an eye on the website for our
events and news

www.thefalconpub.co.uk

Shorter opening hours 
Please phone to check

Boris’s EAT OUT 
50% off 
food offer

Throughout August, 
Monday to Wednesday. 

Take Boris up on his offer to
pay 50% of your food bill 

(up to £10pp). 
T’s and C’s apply give us a call 

for details. 

Sunday Roast Dinners 
12.30 to 3.30pm 

Eat in or take away
Take away menu still available
including our fabulous ribs -

please pop in or call for details
ANSWERS to the February/March quiz: 1 The Grapes of Wrath 2 Pavilion 3 Goliath 4 Venus and Mars 5 The Sultan
of Brunei 6 David Beckham and Wayne Rooney 7 The Knights Templar 8 The Kinks and Herman's Hermits
9 Switzerland 10 The Fabulous Baker Boys 11 Lake Victoria 12 Fencing 13 The Battle Hymn of the Republic 14 The
last place rider 15 DreamWorks 16 Ritz 17 Chile & Ecuador 18 Memphis 19 Chile (Puerto Toro) 20 Adidas (Adi
Dassler was its founder) The winner is: Frances Lindley, Goddington Road, Bourne End.

THIS QUIZ PREVIOUSLY APPEARED IN THE ONLINE APRIL/MAY ISSUE BUT WE FELT IT DESERVED
A WIDER AUDIENCE. ALL CORRECT ENTRIES WILL BE INCLUDED IN THIS DRAW.




